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Disposal of Empire’s War-time 
Accumulation of Wool 


A Conference of officials and experts from the United 
Kingdom, the Commonwealth of Australia, the Dominion 
of New Zealand and the Union of South Africa has been 
held in London to discuss matters arising out of the 
accumulation of wool purchased by the United Kingdom 
from the Dominions under the war-time arrangements, 
and the disposal of stocks concurrently with future 
clips of Dominion wool. 

The report of the conference has now been circulated. 
It is signed by the leaders of the delegations from the 
four countries concerned—Mr. H. J. Hutchinson, Under 
Secretary, Ministry of Supply, representing the United 
Kingdom ; Mr. J. F. Murphy, Secretary, Department. 
of Commerce and Agriculture, Australia ; Mr. George A 
Duncan, Director of Export Division, Marketing 
Department, New Zealand; and Dr. C. H. Neveling, 
Under Secretary for the Department of Agriculture and 
Forestry, South Africa. 

'  Qbviously, states the report, stocks held by other 
countries, notably United States of America and South 
America, must be taken into account in any calculation 
of the period likely to be required for disposal of United 
Kingdom stocks, and the influence on the general wool 
situation of an independent marketing policy for South 
American wools cannot be altogether disregarded. 


Clothing the Allies 


The United Kingdom and the Dominions will, however, 
exercise the preponderant influence over post-war 
values of both merino and crossbred wools, and it is 
assumed that South American prices will fall into line 
with those set for Dominion wools. If, however, the 
Dominions’ price was set too high, the success of any 
plans adopted as a result of the conference would be 
gravely prejudiced. 

The problem of the disposal of wool stocks has arisen 
as a result of the unexpected course taken by the war. 
The United Kingdom Government in September 1939 
entered into its arrangements for purchase of Australia’s 
and New Zealand’s annual wool production in the 
confident expectation that such purchases were necessary 
to ensure an adequate supply of raw material for the 
clothing of its forces and those of its Allies. 

The defeat of France in 1940 fundamentally altered 
the situation and threw a burden on the United Kingdom 
hever contemplated in the original arrangement. In 
fact, had the French official estimates of annual require- 
ments of wool materialised, the surplus would have been 
largely non-existent. Up to June 1940 both France and 
Britain found it necessary to buy some quantities of 
South American wool. 


Total stocks of United Kingdom-owned wool at 
June 30, 1945, are estimated at 3,315 million lb., of 
which 3,245 salle Ib. is of Dominions origin, com- 
prised of: 65 per cent. Australian, 2,060 million Ib. ; 
17 per cent. New Zealand, 540 million lb. ; and 20 per 
cent. South African, 645 million lb. 


Continental Position 

Annual pre-war world production of wool was approxi- 
mately 4,000 million lb., of which 3,200 million lb. was 
apparel wool (merino and crossbred), and 800 million lb. 
carpet wool. 

It is known that Belgian and French textile machinery 
is fortunately practically intact. After initial difficulties 
in France and Belgium, indications point to a fairly 
rapid recovery and a return to their pre-war position 
as the most important Continental consumers of 
Dominions’ wool. Little is at present known about 
wool textile in other occupied or liberated countries 
except that German combing plants have been mostly 
destroyed or seriously damaged by bombing. 

In the United Kingdom and United States of America 
the war has resulted in considerable changes in con- 
sumption of wool compared with pre-war. The estimate 
made by the United States of America Tariff Commission 
of post-war consumption is 25 per cent. more than 
pre-war, viz. 750 m. lb. (greasy) of wool from all sources 
including domestic production, which would necessitate 
annual importation of some 300 m. lb. of Dominions and 
other wool. 

In the United Kingdom the release of wool for civilian 
consumption has averaged no more than 35 per cent. of 
pre-war, and the labour force of the industry has been 
reduced from some 240,000 operatives before the war 
to approximately 130,000. No sudden and considerable 
return of workpeople is to be expected immediately. 
Many married women now in the industry will promptly 
return to home life when the urgent need for their 
services no longer exists, and for a time this loss may well 
balance the return of workers to the industry from the 
Services and from munitions. This may mean consider- 
able delay in reaching the pre-war level of consumption ; 
in fact, the report estimates that in the immediate post- 
war period an increase of 40 per cent. in current con- 
sumption of Dominions’ wool is the maximum that can 
be expected. 


Reclothing the World 
After the first two post-war years it seems reasonable 
to expect a quite appreciable increase in pre-war con- 
sumption for some time to come. The replenishment of 
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stocks of raw material and of wartime depleted wardrobes will 
be an important factor after the re-establishment of industry 
at full capacity, though by no means a permanent factor. Any 
further increase will depend largely on recovery and expansion 
in the world as a whole, particularly in the poorer countries. 

On the assumption that there is a substantial increase in world 
purchasing power, that the price of wool and wool textiles is 
reasonable, and use is made of every aid, such as long term 
credits, the period required to dispose of existing stocks alongside 
new clips, at the estimated rate of future production, would be 
thirteen years. 

The holding of a stock of the size of the existing one is a serious 
burden, and its existence is a cloud hanging over the market. 
It is consequently necessary that it should be reduced as rapidly 
as possible while at the same time being firmly held. It is no less 
essential that its disposal should be carefully integrated with 
the marketing of the current clips. The right and only sound 
way of handling this matter is in partnership. 


Joint Organisation 


The Conference accordingly recommend the formation by the 
four Governments of a Joint Organisation, which shall take 
charge of the marketing of the old wool and support the marketing 
of current clips throughout the period of disposal of stocks. 

Thorough consideration has been given to the question of 
the method of marketing. During the war the United Kingdom 
Government has bought the clips at fixed prices and has distri- 
buted at fixed prices among the restricted number of purchasers 
such part as could be sold in wartime. With the return to peace- 
time it will be necessary to restore a closer touch with buyers and 
consumers, and consideration for their needs and preferences, if 
the largest possible consumption of wool is to be encouraged at 
prices which reflect its full value. 

The Conference examined all possible methods of marketing 
and reached unanimous conclusion that the interests of the 
grower will best be served by a return to auctions as soon as 
conditions permit them to be freely attended by buyers from 
consuming countries. 

It is proposed that current clips will all be offered at auction 
as in the past, and that in addition the Joint Organisation will 
offer selections from stock, with the aim of maximising total 
sales and turning over stock. The quantities of old wool to be 
offered alongside the new wool should be determined in the light 
of technical considerations and the economical and efficient 
management of the scheme. 


Question of Price 


This raises the question of price. In the past it has been the 
practice to dispose of the available supplies in the season and for 
prices to fluctuate to the extent required to equate supply and 
demand in that period. With the existence of the stock, even 
though only a part is put on the market in any one season, some 
step will be necessary to ensure that prices are not artificially 
depressed. It is contemplated accordingly that the Joint 
Organisation shall be in the market to buy in any wool for which 
no other buyer bids up to a reserve price assessed by the Organisa- 
tion as appropriate to its type and quality. 

The reserve price for each type will be related to the general 
level of selling prices for wool which circumstances justify. 
The trend of wool prices must move in accordance with general 
world conditions and the need to expand consumption. Assuming 
reasonable stability in the price level of commodities generally, 
wide fluctuations, both during the season and from one season 
to another, can be avoided by the joint measures of adequate 
offerings and reserve prices, while at the same time full scope 
can be given for selection and for reflection of special value in 
prices obtainable. 

The return from wartime to peacetime conditions of demand 
and consumption is now beginning, and the disposal policy 
adopted from now on will be formative for the future. The 
peacetime partnership should begin at once. There will of course 
have to be an interim period during which the changeover from 
wartime to peacetime methods is effected. For practical reasons 
it will be necessary that the 1945-46 clips shall be taken up in 
the same manner as hitherto, and for at any rate the early part 
of that season the auction system will not be generally practicable 
and disposal will have to follow wartime methods. 


Orderly Disposal 


But it is of the highest practical importance that the Joint 
Organisation should be constituted and take over from the 
United Kingdom Government at once. The existing agreements 
would cease as from the end of July 1945 and would be replaced 
by the agreement under which the Organisation is constituted. 

The terms proposed for this agreement express the mutual 
interest of the four Governments in the orderly disposal on 
reasonable terms of wool, both old and new, the United Kingdom 
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Government accepting considerable limitations on freedom to 
sell old wool and new responsibilities extending into the post-war 
period, and the Dominion Governments on their part accepting 
a share of responsibility in respect of the existing stocks. 

This involves a sharing of the capital cost of the wool held by 
the Joint Organisation, of the cost of holding and marketing it, 
and of the ultimate profit or loss. The Conference endeavoured 
to frame recommendations so as to ensure equity and a close 
community of interest. 

The existing agreements are separate ones between the United 
Kingdom Government and each of the Dominion Governments. 
While in the future separate financial accounts should be kept by 
the Joint Organisation for Australian, New Zealand and South 
African wool, it is obvious that in policy and its execution the 
Organisation must act as an undertaking in which the four 
Governments are joined together in a common enterprise. 
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Progressive Reduction 


Under the disposals plan the stock of Dominion-grown wool 
in the ownership of the United Kingdom Government at July 
31, 1945, will be transferred to the joint ownership of the 
United Kingdom Government and the Dominion Government 
concerned, and all wool subsequently acquired under this scheme 
will be in joint ownership. This wool will be held and disposed 
of by the Joint Organisation. 

A Joint Disposals Organisation will be set up forthwith for the 
purpose of buying, holding and selling wool on behalf of the 
United Kingdom and the Dominion Governments concerned. 

The object of the Organisation will be to secure a progressive 
reduction in stocks while maintaining reasonable stability of 
price having regard to the conditions of world demand. Reduc- 
tion of stocks will be achieved as long as the total demand exceeds 
the supplies of new clip wool which come forward to auction, 
though in any given year the Organisation will be both a seller 
of old wool and a buyer of new wool. 


General Price Level 


It will be for the Organisation to recommend to the Govern- 
ments the initial level of reserve prices at which auctions of 
growers’ wool shall commence and any major changes which may 
thereafter be necessary. The Organisation will endeavour to 
maintain the general price level unchanged within a single season, 
though it may be necessary to meet a definite trend in demand 
which appears to be of a lasting character. 

In order to facilitate and expand the consumption of wool the 
Joint Organisation will maintain close contact with the appro- 
priate bodies interested in such matters as furthering the re- 
habilitation of the wool textile industry in consuming countries, 
and in securing the replacement and improvement of machinery. 
It will also maintain close contact with the International Wool 
Secretariat and other institutions concerned with research, 
publicity and development designed to increase the uses of wool, 
and with the reduction of costs of wool production, processing, 
manufacture and distribution, and in general will give attention 
to the removal of any obstacles to consumption. 

It is suggested that the operation of the Joint Organisation 
should be reviewed at the end of five years in the light of 
experience. 

The report recommends that the existing fixed purchase 
prices paid by the United Kingdom should be maintained for the 
clips of the 1945—46 season subject to any adjustment which may 
be decided upon by the South African and United Kingdom 
Governments in the case of South African wool. 

In view of the progress of the restoration of normal conditions 
in regard to sheepskins it is recommended by the representatives 
of the Governments concerned that the agreements between the 
United Kingdom Government and the Australian and New Zea- 
land Governments for the purchase of sheepskins should be 
terminated at June 30, 1946. 


Share Capital 


Dealing with the constitution of the scheme it is recommended 
that the Joint Organisation be incorporated as a private regis- 
tered company, with a nominal share capital of eight shares, 
held as to four by nominees of the United Kingdom Govern- 
ment, two by nominees of the Government of Australia and 
once each by nominees of the New Zealand and South African 
Governments. This company will have three active subsidiaries 
in the Dominions to act on its behalf, which may be registered 
Companies or other legal entities. 

The directors of the principal company will consist of an 
independent chairman, appointed by the four Governments in 
agreement ; four directors appointed by the United Kingdom 
Government, two by the Government of Australia, and one 
each by the Governments of New Zealand and South Africa. 
In addition the chairman of the three Dominion subsidiaries 

Continued on page 423 
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Good Prospects of Canadian and 
U.S. Wheat Crops 


Despite the lateness of the season, the prospects for the 
spring wheat crop are generally good in both Canada and the 
United States, while the winter wheat crop in the latter country 
is in excellent condition, states a recent summary issued by 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa. Since harvesting 
operations are now in full swing in the American south-west, 
the period within which unfavourable weather conditions can 
adversely affect the important winter wheat crop is rapidly 
drawing to a close. The spring wheat crop is making good 
progress in Western Canada despite dry conditions in Central 
Saskatchewan and Alberta. The combination of this favourable 
crop outlook and a perspective carryover in the two countries 
of 635 million to 675 million bushels of old wheat at the end of 
the crop year gives little cause for concern over supplies in 
1945-46. 

Rains have fallen recently in many parts of the Prairie 
Provinces, and although warmer weather is needed everywhere, 
as well as more moisture, the crop is generally showing promise. 
Prairie farmers have marketed about 317 million bushels of 
wheat since August 1, 1944, and the railways have moved an 
even larger volume out of the country elevators during the 
same period. Delivery quotas have been suspended until the 
end of the present crop year, giving farmers a chance to market 
their old wheat prior to the imposition of the new 14 bushel 
maximum. 


U.S. above Average 


The total wheat crop in the United States is expected to be 
nearer 1,085 million bushels, over 797 million bushels will be 
winter wheat and the combines are already moving through it. 
Although the harvesting of spring wheat is not yet fully under 
way, the above average yields are anticipated. The first appraisal 
of the condition of this crop placed the probable output at 287 
nillion bushels, which, while not as large as the harvests of 
1943 and 1944, is still nearly 100 million bushels above the 
average. 

Canada and the United States, as the two major wheat-exporting 
countries nearest Europe and with a surplus of wheat, are now 
moving this bread grain overseas as rapidly as transportation 
and port capacity will permit. 

With only a few weeks of the crop year remaining, Canada 
has exported nearly 288 million bushels of wheat and wheat 
flour. Since the Canadian wheat surplus available for export or 


carryover during the current crop year was about 630 million 


bushels, it now appears that year-end stocks will be between 
285 and 300 million bushels. A carryover of this size would be 
moderately below the 356 million bushels of old wheat on hand 
at July 31 a year ago and the lowest since 1939. 

The reduced carryover in Canada may be largely offset by 
increased stocks in the United States, which are expected to 
range from 350 million to 375 million bushels as compared 
with 316 million bushels at July 1, 1944. In view of the favour- 
able prospects for the United States harvesting another billion- 
bushel wheat crop in 1945, it is now expected that the carryover 
of old wheat at July 1, 1946, will again show a moderate increase 
despite large-scale exports and continued heavy domestic use. 
The carryover of old wheat in Canada in’midsummer of 1946, 
on the other hand, is likely to be still further reduced in the 
light of smaller plantings in the spring and the present heavy 
export programme which scheduled to extend into the new 
crop year. 


Argentine Stocks 


The seeding of the new wheat crop in Argentina is nearing 
completion, and there are indications that this year’s acreage 
will exceed the 15-4 million acres which were seeded a year 
earlier. Weather conditions have been only moderately favour- 
able, seeding being held up in some areas by lack of rain and 
continued cool weather. 

It is not possible to make an appraisal of the exportable surplus 
of wheat being held in Argentina, as no official estimate of stocks 
has been issued recently. If known exports and domestic 
requirements are deducted from total supplies, however, it appears 
that Argentina now holds about |70 million bushels of wheat 
over and above domestic requirements. Exports of wheat and 
wheat flour have been averaging about 8} million bushels a 
month since December last, the beginning of the Argentine 
crop year. 

Although heavy rains fell over large areas in Australia, 
moisture reserves in the soil are very low as a result of the 
prolonged drought. It is hoped that about 11-7 million acres 
may be seeded to wheat, which will bring the acreage almost 
back to the pre-war average. The realisation of normal yields 
on an acreage of this size would result in a crop of about 140 mil- 
lion bushels. However, shortages of phosphate fertiliser may lower 
yields somewhat. <A harvest of 140 million bushels would per mit 
restoration of a reserve carry over and the resumption of exports 
on a limited scale. 
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will be ex-officio directors of the principal company without 
additional voting power. 

The functions of the principal company will be primarily to 
buy, hold and sell wool as agent for the four Governments and 
generally to administer the scheme agreed upon between them. 

There will be constituted in each of the Dominions a subsidiary 
for the purpose of conducting the operations of the principal 
pepeny in the Dominion in accordance with its policy and 
decisions. 


Different Types of Wool 


Representatives of the four Governments will meet prior to 
the opening of each wool year and at such other times as may be 
required to agree upon the general level of reserve prices in the 
light of the advice of the Board of the principal company. ‘The 
Board will have discretion to make minor changes in the general 
level from time to time. It will be the duty of the Board to fix 
the relative values of the different types of wool in accordance 
with the general level of reserve prices of wool, and to adjust 
them as may be necessary from time to time. 

The International Wool Textile Organisation will be invited 
fo nominate representatives to form, with the addition of repre- 
sentatives from major consuming countries not members of the 
Organisation, a committee to act in a consultative capacity to 
the board of the company from the point of view of wool 
consumers. 

The financial plan provides that the United Kingdom, and the 

Dominion concerned will each take up 50 per cent. of the original 
capital represented by the opening stock of wool grown in that 
Dominion to be handed over to Joint Organisation. 
_ Each Dominion and the United Kingdom will share equally 
in the provision of any further capital required by Joint Organisa- 
tion during the operation of the scheme for payment for bought- 
0 new wool of that Dominion. 


The operating expenses of Joint Organisation will be borne 
equally between the industry and Joint Organisation itself. 
The share of the industry will be paid by the Dominion Govern- 
ments primarily from the proceeds of a contributory charge on 
all sales of new clip wool ; the share of Joint Organisation will be 
met by deduction from the proceeds of sales by Joint Organisation 
before application to capital repayment. 

After deduction of one-half of the operating costs, the proceeds 
of all sales by Joint Organisation will be used for repayment of 
capital equally between the United Kingdom and the Dominion 
Government concerned. 

The ultimate balance of profit or loss arising from the trans- 
actions of Joint Organisation in the wool of any Dominion will 
thus be shared equally between the United Kingdom and the 
Government of that Dominion. 

Provision for the marketing of wool produced in the United 
Kingdom will be made by H.M. Government in the United 
Kingdom in the light of the arrangements for Dominion clips 
outlined above and of the recommendations of the Committee on 
the marketing of wool produced in the United Kingdom, who are 
now sitting under the chairmanship of Mr. Walter Elliott and 
whose report is expected in the near future. 

In conclusion the report emphasises that the success or failure 
of Joint Organisation will rest not merely on its securing orderly 
marketing, but upon the progress it makes in reducing the 
accumulation of wool which overhangs the market. 

Steps are being taken to implement the report and engage 
Staff for the Organisation. The Wool Control continues to act 
for the Governments concerned in the interim period. 

Copies of the Report and Recommendations of the Con- 
ference can be obtained by interested firms either from the Wool 
Control, Ilkley, or from the British Wool Federation, Commerce 
House, Bradford, Yorks., Wool Textile Delegation, Bradford, 
Yorks., the Committee of London Wool Brokers, 24 Coleman 
Street, London, E.C.2, or the London Wool Importers Associa- 
tion, 65/68 Leadenhall Street, London, E.C.3. 
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Design in Exports’ 
By Sir William Crawford 


In the gravest crisis of the war a great broadcaster made the 
keynote of his appeal “It all depends on you.” To-day the 
European war is won, and now all parties promise us a new 
Britain—better homes, better jobs, better wages, better pensions, 
and lower taxes. But this new and better Britain will arrive only 
on one condition. All the schemes promise a great expansion in 
our export trade, from £400 million to £700 million. Without this 
we shall lead pinched and meagre lives. It all depends on exports. 
We shall have to earn our Utopia. 

I am not one to depreciate what British manufacturers have 
achieved in the past. The fact that this small island has been 
the predominating exporter of manufactured goods speaks for 
itself. British textiles, for example, and British engineering 
are world famous, and justly so. Still, an expansion of 60 per 
cent. in our export trade is a great problem, and I have recently 
promoted a special study of our difficulties. 


Where we Fail 


A simple questionnaire on the design factors affecting exports 
was addressed to thirty foreign Embassies and Legations in 
Britain. In addition, personal discussions took place with the 
Attachés of seventeen countries. The answers of these experts 
were most interesting and illuminating. 

The majority of those questioned rated the United Kingdom 
lower than the United States in Visual Appeal, Ingenuity, 
Modernity (this was unanimous), Service and Spares (also un- 
animous), and Packaging (by a small margin). 

The United Kingdom was unanimously placed first in Work- 
manship and Efficiency. 

Not only was British design considered in several respects 
inferior to that of the United States, but the majority of Attachés 
placed us below German standards of Visual Appeal and 
Modernity—and the Scandinavian countries excelled us in 
Industrial Art. It would appear, therefore, that the American 
product will beat its British counterpart on appearance. That 
is, in a country which has no sentimental or political bias, the 
American product will sell on appearance and showmanship, 
while the excellent workmanship and lasting qualities of the 
British product will have far greater difficulty in proving them- 
selves. 


The Counter Test 


The American product possesses just those qualities which 
will be most evident in the shop window or warehouse. The 
crisis ‘n the life of consumer goods takes place at the counter. 
The success of British goods, on the other hand, is a long-term 
virtue only evident after trial and usage. 

The financial urgency of this problem is apparent in the 
estimate of the late President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Hugh 
Dalton, who recently affirmed that “ our manufactured exports 
alone before the war totalled about £400 million—at least half 
of which was contributed by industries whose sales are bound 
to be greatly affected by design.” 


I have every confidence in the inventive and manufacturing 
genius of the British people. The country that during this war 
has given to the world Radar, jet propulsion, penicillin, the 
Mulberry harbour, Pluto and Fido, takes a place second to none, 

During this war something like a second Industrial Revolution 
has taken place. New materials—plastics, ply-plastics, light 
metals—and new developments in electronics, powder metal. 
lurgy, and industrial techniques generally have been brought 
to fruition. Almost every commodity requires re-examination 
in the light of these advances ; upon this re-examination depends 
the future of our exports. 

Sir Thomas Barlow has pointed out that during the next 
few years anything we can produce will be sold, and sold with 
ease. This opportunity can be used to foist obsolete designs on 
the export markets of the world, or it can be taken as an unusual 
opportunity to establish new high standards of design. Upon 
the latter policy depends our future when once again the markets 
become highly competitive. 

Our great commercial rivals, Germany and Japan, are at 
present out of the markets. Many other European countries 
will take a year or so before they become potential rivals. In 
fact, at the present moment our only commercial rival is our 
great ally, the United States. But in Visual Appeal, Ingenuity, 
Modernity and Service and Spares the States are ahead of us. 
We cannot afford to be left behind on any point. Our manu- 
facturers must concentrate on our weak points—design and 
service. 


Exports our Life 


I therefore urge that all manufacturers give their attention 
to design, appearance, and packing, which have been our weak 
points in the past. I urge, too, that all exporters make special 
provision for servicing and spare parts. Given these, in addition 
to our world-wide reputation for workmanship and efficiency, | 
have no doubt of our commercial future. Without these, in two 
or three years, as other manufacturing countries come into the 
field, we may be in great difficulties with our export trade. 

And our export trade is our life. Remember that our pros- 
perity, our happiness—even our future as a great nation—all 
depend on export trade. 





* Reprinted by permission of the Sunday Times. 


* 


Note. The urgency of the problem to which Sir William 
Crawford draws attention in this article was recognised hy the 
Government when the Council of Industrial Design was set up 
under the auspices of the Board of Trade at the end of last year. 
The Council is working in collaboration with industry, designers, 
educationists and others to give British design a new standing 
in the world markets. Inquiries will be welcomed by the Director, 
Mr. 8S. C. Leslie, and should be addressed to the Council at 
Tilbury House, Petty France, London, 8.W.1. 





Modified Procedure for Imports 
to Turkey 


By agreement between London and Washington the British 
American Co-ordinating Committee in Ankara ceases to operate 
on September 8. The Committee set up in 1941 has been 
responsible for making recommendations to H.M. Government 
and the United States Government as to the quantities of essen- 
tial civil supplies required to maintain the Turkish economy. 
in this way it played a most valuable part in assisting Turkey 
to resist German penetration. The end of the Japanese war 
and changes in the supply and shipping position have now 
rendered the detailed work of the Committee unnecessary and 
in future control over the export of scarce commodities will be 
exercised directly by London and Washington. 


It-will, therefore, now no longer be necessary for United 
Kingdom exporters to await the receipt of B.A.C.C. recom- 
mendations (where previously required) before applying for 
export licences to Turkey. 


Trade to the Channel Islands 


The Board of Trade announce that the utility furniture and 
other special distribution schemnes have now been adopted in 
the Channel Islands. Manufacturers who are authorised to 
manufacture and supply utility furniture and whose supply 
areas include ports from which shipments are now being made 
to the Channel Islands, may now execute orders on receipt of 
the relevant permits and units from their Channel Islands 
customers. Manufacturers will be responsible for bearing the 
cost of delivery to the port of shipment. Suppliers of mattresses, 
blankets, sheets and floor covering should honour docket orders 
in the normal way. 

As indicated in the press notice of June 27, coupons must, 
under the Consumer Rationing Order, be collected for goods 
sent to the Channel Islands. Ration documents issued in the 
Channel Islands are interchangeable with ration documents 
issued in the United Kingdom. Coupon banking has been 
available in the Islands since July 11. 

Traders are reminded that in general supplies to the Channel 
Islands should come out of home trade allocations. 
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Removal of Restrictions on Trade 
with Greece 


The Treasury and Board of Trade draw attention to the 
provisions of :— 


(a) the Trading with the Enemy (Authorisation) (Greece) 
Order, 1945, dated September 3, 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 
1077, price 1d.) ; 

(b) the Trading with the Enemy (Transfer of Negotiable 
Instruments, etc.) (Greece) Order, 1945, dated September 3, 
1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 1078, price 1d.) ; 

(c) the Trading with the Enemy (Custodian) (Amendment) 
(Greece) Order, 1945, dated September 3, 1945 (S. R. & O. 
1945 No. 079, price 1d.). 


The general effect of these Orders is that those provisions of 
the Trading with the Enemy Act, 1939, and the Custodian 
Order, 1939, which remained in force after the liberation of 
Greece now cease to apply in respect of money and property 
accruing on or after September 3, 1945, to persons resident in 
that territory. Money which becomes payable to persons resident 
in Greece (or to certain concerns controlled by such persons) on 
or after September 3, 1945, and property coming into their 
ownership on or after September 3, 1945, cease to be subject to 
the control of the Custodian of Enemy Property. 

Money which has become due before September 3, 1945, but 
has not yet been paid or held to the order of the Custodian, 
remains payable to the Custodian. Similarly, property in the 
United Kingdom which before September 3, 1945, was subject 
to report to the Custodian remains property to which Article 4 
of the Trading with the Enemy (Custodian) Order, 1939, still 
applies and must not be parted with or dealt with without the 
consent of the Board of Trade. 

The Orders also lift the application of Section 4 and 5 of the 
Trading with the Enemy Act, 1939, in respect of certain trans- 
actions (which may be) effected on or after September 3, 1945. 
The transactions which are now sanctioned comprise the assign- 
ment of choses in action, the transfer of negotiable instruments, 
the transfer of coupons or other securities transferable by delivery 
which are not negotiable instruments and the transfer of United 
Kingdom registered securities which have been acquired on or 
after September 3, 1945. 

The obstacles in the way of trading with persons in Greece 
which arose out of the Trading with the Enemy legislation have 
now been removed. Banking channels between the two countries 
are now restored subject to the operation of the Defence (Finance) 
tegulations, about which any persons intending to have trans- 
actions with Greece should consult their bankers. 
drawn to the necessity for compliance with other regulations, 
eg. Defence (Finance) Regulations, Export and Import licensing 
and the parallel regulations of the Greek Government. The 
actual undertaking of commercial transactions must depend on 
the availability of the necessary physical facilities, e.g. supply of 
goods, transport, ete. 


Resumption of Private Trade 


The effect of these orders is that normal commercial relations 
between Greece and the United Kingdom can now be resumed 
and private traders in the United Kingdom are free to negotiate 
contracts either with the appropriate Agencies of the Greek 
Government or with private traders in Greece. 

The Greek Government are prepared to consider the issue of 
import licences to private traders for the import of goods into 
Greece. Traders should note that, in addition to the articles 
which are purchased exclusively by U.N.R.R.A, as indicated 
below, the Greek Government may wish to confine the purchase 
of certain commodities exclusively to Greek Government pur- 
chasing agencies, but where an import licence has been issued 
to a Greek importer the United Kingdom exporter may assume 
that the private transaction in question is approved by the 
Greek Government. 

United Kingdom traders are reminded, however, that Greece 
will be obtaining her basic relief and rehabilitation requirements 
through U.N.R.R.A., so that purchases through private trade 
will be limited te goods required to supplement the U.N.R.R.A. 
programme. 

United Kingdom traders who wish to export goods to Greece 
should apply to the Export Licensing Department, 4 Fenchurch 
Avenue, London, E.C.3 in the normal way if the goods in ques- 
tion are subject to export licensing. 

Applications for shipping space should be made to the Greek 
Government’ representative in London (The Secretary, Greek 
Shipping Committee (Export Department), 71 Park Street, W.1. 
Telephone Mayfair 6161), giving the usual information, together 
with the Greek import licence number. 


Attention is. 


The normal Export Credits Guarantee Department facilities 
are available for exports to Greece. 

The Greek Government are also prepared to consider the issue 
of licences to private traders for the export of goods to the 
United Kingdom. Import licences will be required for all goods 
imported on private account into the United Kingdom from 
Greece which do not come under an Open General Licence, 
and applications should be made to the Import Licensing Depart- 
ment, 1-6 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1. The position with 
regard to the issue of liggnces will, in general, be similar to that 
with regard to imports on private account from other overseas 
countries. Import licences will not normally be granted for 
foodstuffs, the import of which will continue to be conducted by 
the Ministry of Food. 

Payment both for United Kingdom exports and for imports 
from Greece will be made in sterling through the normal banking 
channels, subject to the operation of the Defence (Finance) 
Regulations about which any persons intending to have trans- 
actions with Greece should consult their bankers. The issue of a 
Greek import licence will carry with it the authority for the 
provision of the necessary sterling exchange for the payment of 
the United Kingdom exporter. 

United Kingdom importers and exporters are reminded of the 
necessity of complying with the United Kingdom exchange 
control requirements, full details of which can be obtained 
from any bank. 





Anglo-French Property 
Agreement 


An Agreement has been signed between H.M. Government in 
the United Kingdom and the Provisional Government of the 
French, Republic to facilitate the restoration of money and 
property in each country, which has been subject, in the United 
Kingdom, to the control of the Custodian of Enemy Property 
and in France to analogous regime by reason of the enemy 
occupation of France. 

The text of the Agreement will very shortly be published as 
a White Paper, and appropriate announcements will be made 
at an early date as regards the procedure to be followed by 
persons affected. Creditors should make their own arrange- 
ments to obtain payment of money owing to them from France, 
unless the debtor can establish that it has been collected or put 
under a special regime. 


Bulbs to be Imported from the 
Netherlands 


The Board of Trade announce that, with effect from Sep- 
tember 5, 1945, flower bulbs, corms and tubers may be imported 
from the Netherlands under a temporary Open General Licence 
granted by them (Notice to Importers No. 165). 

There are at present no arrangements for payments to be made 
by residents of the United Kingdom to residents in Holland ; 
nor have the Trading with the Enemy restrictions on current 
trade between the two countries been removed. Consequently 
traders in the United Kingdom importing goods from Holland 
are required at present to make payment to the Custodian of 
Enemy Property. It is understood, however, that the terms on 
which these bulbs are being supplied from Holland provide for 
payment by the British importer on ninety days’ credit from the 
date of delivery of the bulbs. It is hoped that within this time 
normal ‘trading relations between the United Kingdom and 
Holland will have been restored and arrafigements will have 
been made which will permit the transfer of the payments without 
difficulty when they fall due. 


Big Government Factory for 


Courtaulds 


The Board of Trade announce that the Ministry of Aircraft 
Production’s Bristol Aircraft factory at Clayton-le-Moors, 
Accrington, Lancashire, has been allocated to Courtaulds Ltd. , 
for the future production of textile machinery and the processing 
of yarn. 

The factory is over one million square feet in area, and ulti- 
mately about 3,000 workers will be employed. 
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Review of Retail Trade in July 
Apparel Sales Remarkably Well Maintained 


Conflicting factors were influencing the level of retail sales in 
July. In food, the effect of the ration cuts and other recent 
restrictions was again visible in the figures for groceries, pro- 
visions and bakery. Sales of apparel were below average 
because the public’s coupons were becoming exhausted, and 
stocks rose somewhat as a result. Sales of household goods, on 
the other hand, again reflect the improvement in supplies which 
has been apparent recently. 

Comparisons with July 1944 for all non-food categories are 
greatly influenced by the low level of sales in London during last 
year’s flying-bomb campaign. It is particularly important to 
remember that the very. large increases shown for London are 
mainly due to the slump in trade a year ago; to get a proper 
impression of the activity of trade in London during this July it 
is necessary to use the index-numbers. 


Apparel 


The progressive exhaustion of the public’s stock of coupons 
produced a fall in apparel sales compared with the previous 
month for the fourth time in sucession; this applied to all 
three of the main categories and to every district. The reductions 
were, however, again relatively small, the combined apparel 
index falling only from 97 in June to 92; this left it only 13 per 
cent. below the average for the previous twelve months. 

The maintenance of sales at such a relatively high level in the 
sixth month of the coupon period is rather remarkable in view 
of the announcement that the period’s coupons would have to last 
for seven months instead of six. July sales were indeed about 16 
per cent. higher in value than a year ago, and still show a sub- 
stantial rise even if the exceptional increases for London are 
excluded. These results are partly accounted for by the purchase 
of more expensive articles, as the average amount spent per 
coupon, was over 10 per cent. higher this July than last. In 
terms of coupons, sales showed an over-all rise of 4 per cent. ; 
this was essentially accounted for by London, but the cut in 
the effective ration might have been expected to produce a 
substantial fall in coupon takings in the Provinces. 

It is interesting to note that the number of coupons taken by 
reporting shops in February to July as a whole was some 2 per 
cent. higher in 1945 than in 1944, although this year the coupon 
period still had one more month to run. 

All the apparel categories showed higher sales in July than 
a year ago, though the rise for boots and shoes was only 2-4 
per cent. In the case of women’s wear (up 21-4 per cent.) and 
dress materials (up 29-6 per cent.) it is particularly necessary to 
that Central London 
proportion of the trade, so that the large increases are greatly 
influenced by the quite abnormal rises recorded for that area. 


Household Goods 


The July index for this section remained at 110, the level to 
which it had climbed in June. This is 18 per cent. above the 
average for the previous twelve months, and the highest figure 


remember accounts for a substantial 


for over three years, apart from the Christmas peak last December. 
Of the two subsidiary index-numbers, hardware was unchanged 
from June at 122, whilst furnishing departments fell from 105 
to 101; presumably sales of household piece-goods increased 
somewhat. 

The improvement in supplies is even more apparent in the 
comparisons with a year ago. One should not use the figures for 
the whole country as a guide, since the large increases recorded 
(ranging from 41 per cent. for household piece-goods to 54 per 
cent. for furnishing departments) are affected by the abnormal 
increases of 100 per cent. or more shown by the London areas, 
The provincial districts, however, all show increases for each 
one of the categories. The figures are particularly impressive in 
the case of hardware, for which the rises range from 19-6 per cent, 
for “ unallocated’ to 45-6 per cent. for the North West; for 
furnishing departments the provincial figures are all between 
16 per cent. and 20 per cent., apart from an exceptional rise of 
49 per cent. in the South of England, which suffered to some 
extent from the flying bombs last July. 


Other Non-Food Merchandise 


Comparisons are only available with July 1944 for these 
categories, and the national figures for both fancy departments 
(up 14 per cent.) and sports and travel goods (up 42 per cent.) are 
raised considerably by the artificially large increases recorded 
in Central London. The provincial districts, however, all 
recorded increases for both categories, which were particularly 
large in the case of sports and travel goods ; holiday preparations 
were on a greater scale than last year, and the value of toys 
available has increased. 

The reductions recorded for miscellaneous and unspecified 
goods is largely accounted for by smaller sales of coal. 


Non-Food Merchandise as a Whole 


At 95 the July index was 10 per cent. below the previous 
average and 4 per cent. below June; the lower level of apparel 
sales in the sixth month of the coupon period was essentially 
Only Central London showed a rise from the 
previous average; this is partly due to the previous average 
being depressed by the flying-bombs, but also partly to the area’s 
continued recovery from its war-time depression. The South of 
England was exceptional in showing a rise over June, with both 
London areas recording no change. 

The two London areas naturally showed big increases on July 
1944. Of the provincial districts, the South of England showed 
a rise of 15 per cent., but the other increases were all under 9 
per cent., and the Midlands area showed no change. 


Food and Perishables 


Until June, the outstanding feature of the figures for this 
category had been their prolonged stability over a long period, 
with a very slight upward trend; any large deviations from 


responsible. 


INDEX NUMBERS OF SALES PER SELLING DAY - JULY 1945 
(Average Daily Sales in 1942 = 100) 





The figures in ttalics are the index numbers for the preceding month and (in brackets) the average for the preceding twelve months. 


























Midlands London— 
. North North and South Central London— Total, 
Category Scotland East West South of and West Suburban Great 
Wales England End Britain { 
Non-food merchandise 96 92 90 87 102 110 95 95 
104 (106) | 102 (108) 96 (103) 93 (104) 100 (109) | 110 (107) 95 (99) 99 (106) 
Of which :— 
Apparel § 93 88 89 81 93 110 82 92 
107 (107) | 95 (106) 92 (103) 88 (102) 94(107) | 113 (114) 86 (97) 97 (106) 
Household goods || 101 97 98 100 122 107 135" 110 
96 (93) 100 (92) 106 (87) 112 (95) | 123(102) | 98 (87) 135(100) | 110 (93) 
Food and perishables 105 108 107 101 104 117 112 106 
109 (111) | 112(112) | 109(112) | 105(108) | 106(107) | 116(110) | 111(108) | 109 (110) 
Total Sales... eee 101 101 98 96 101 110 106 101 
106 (109) 108 (111) 103 (108) 100 (107) 104 (108) 110 (107) 106 (106) 106 (108) 























t Including unallocated sales. 


: § Piece-goods (dreas materials), women’s wear, men’s and boys’ wear, boots and shoes. 
|| Piece-goods (household goods), furnishing departments, hardware. 
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RETAIL TRADE—continued 

the average were almost invariably due to “ technical” reasons 
(e.g. fewer selling days), not to fluctuations in the public’s 
expenditure on food. 

The recent reductions in certain rations, and the restrictions 
imposed on the manufacture of some unrationed foods, have 
produced the first significant downward movement for some years. 
The movement is small, both for June and for July, but is note- 
worthy in contrast to the previous results. 

The July index for food sales, at 106, was 4 points below the 
previous average, and 3 points below June. All the provincial 
districts showed reductions from both these standards, but the 
London areas showed small increases owing to returning popula- 
tion and visitors. The fall from the June level should not be 
taken as implying a continued downward trend, as there have 
been similar reductions in each of the last two years. 

Compared with a year ago, food sales as a whole showed a 
fractional rise, but all the provincial districts showed decreases, 
ranging up to 4-2 percent. ; the falls would probably be reduced if 
the unallocated sales could be included, as these showed a rise 
of 2:7 per cent. The London areas naturally showed substantial 
increases. 

Of the various sub-categories, groceries, provisions and bakery 
was the only one to show a fall, 4-4 per cent.; this section 
covers the goods affected by the ration cuts, etc. Sales of 
perishables rose by 8 per cent., one reason being the greatly 
increased supplies of fish. Café and restaurant sales rose by no 
less than 32 per cent. ; this section is considerably influenced by 
the abnormal London figures, but the Provinces also showed 
substantial rises. One reason for these is the fact that ice-cream 
has been on sale again this year, whereas it was still prohibited 
last summer, this factor may well also account for part of the 
rise of 9 per cent. for sweets and tobacco, as some contributors 
probably repeat their sales under this heading. 


Sales in February-July 


A comparison of sales in the first half of the trading year with 
the corresponding period of 1944 shows a rise for every area 
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and every category or sub-category of goods. For total sales 
the increase was 6-5 per cent., with food showing a much smaller 
rise (3-7 per cent.) than non-food merchandise (11 per cent.). 
The rises in furnishing departments, hardware and sports and 
travel goods were particularly noteworthy. 


London and the Provinces. The table below gives separate 
figures for London and the Provinces for the movement in sales 
of the principal categories of goods. A figure for unallocated 
sales is also shown where the amount involved is significant ; 
the bulk of these sales probably relates to the Provinces. 


Sales in London and Rest of Great Britain in 1945 as 
compared with 1944 




















Six months February—July 
Class of Merchandise 
London Rest of 
a Great Britain Unallocated* 
Food and perishables + 3-7 + 3:5 + 79 
Piece-goods ... as + 28 + 16.2 — 
Wonien’s wear as + 21.5 + 9:5 + 15-1 
Men’s and boys’ wear + 13-6 + 6-7 — 
Boots and shoes + 11-9 + 64 + 4-7 
Furnishing depart- 
ments one <a + 43-4 + 15:1 = 
Hardware -_ + 36.3 + 18-6 + 3:8 
Fancy departments ... + 27-0 + 14-6 + 68 
Sports and travel + 42+3 + 24:3 + 16-9 
Total sales (including 
other goods) + 10-4 + 5-2 + 7:5 














* Figures are only given where a significant amount of sales 
could not be allocated. 


London shows a substantially greater rise for every category 
except food and piece-goods. The explanation is mainly that 


SALES PER SELLING DAY AND STOCKS (AT COST) COMPARED WITH A YEAR AGO 
(The figures shown are the percentage changes compared with the corresponding period a year earlier) 













































































q S ALES (on an approximate daily basis) Stooxs 
Feb— | At end of 
JULY July July 
Class of merchandise - oe —|};—_ _ 
Midlands! South -| London- | London- Total, Total, Total, 
Scotland | North | North and of Central Sub- Unal- Great Great Great 
East West South | England |and West| urban | located*| Britain |] Britain | Britain 
Wales End 
Food and perishables :— 
Grocery, provisions and ¥ 
bakery woe | — 62 | — 68] — 48] — 89 | — 54/4 165/14 5 . |— 44+ 12 - 
Perishables + 56 + 16/ + 42 + 7:6 + 90 [+ 23:6 |+ ¢ ee + 80 + 6:3 — 
Sweets and tobacco + 41 — 47) +140] +129 +151 |+ 32-6 | + as f+ 9-4 |] + 10-0 - 
Café and restaurant + 16-0 +109 | + 16-4 + 56 + 37-7 + 65:4 |+ 52°5 - +- 32-1 + 18-7 
Total-Food and perishablest| — 3:3 | — 3:7] — 17] — 42 13 [+ 39:3 |+ 92] + 271+ 05] + 37] —12-7 
Non-food merchandise :— 
Piece-goodsf _... | $113 1+ 40/ + 56] — 1 + 28:3 | + 103-5 |+ 29-7 + 27:0 || + 11:8] — 42:9 
(i) Household goods ... +142 | +112)]+ 60] + 1:3 + 38:8 | +1113 |+ 988 + 40-9 + 10-6 — 25°5 
(ii) Dress materials + 22:1 — 40/4 31 — 19-4 +245 |-+ 98-7 |+ 21-7 + 29°6 + 15-0 56°6 
Women’s wear { ... + 81 + 10-7 | + 57 + 03 +138 |+ 1226 |+ 10:0] +140 + 21°4 +- 12-8 + 43 
(i) Fashion... ate +104 | +19°7] + 94 + 28 +150 |+ 157-5 [+ 95 sie + 28-9 || + 16-3 + 154 
(ii) Girls’ and children’s + 931+ 18]+ 03 — 88 + 7:7 1|+138:3 [+ 36 +150 || + 9-0 + 74 
(iii) Fancy drapery + 6-2 — 07/+ 01 — 80 + 88 |+ 698 |+ 61 +132 || + 8&6 — 10-7 
Men’s and boys’ wear + 941+ 65] + 2-7 — 29 + 38 1+ 880 |+ 7:0 “a + #71 + 8O] — 231 
Boots and shoes ... wae + 58 |} + 66/4 73 — 08 + 28 |/+ 391/+ 65|]— 4914+ 24] + 6-2 _ 32-1 
Furnishing departments... | + 17:2 | +199 | +198] + 161 + 49-3 |+ 118-4 | 4127-5 tee + 543 || + 26-4 - 17-0 
Hardware er Wee + 32-4 | + 32:1 | +456] + 29-4 + 35-9 | + 128-1 |+103-7 | + 19:6 | + 48-0 || + 19-8 — 22-4 
Fancy departments +153 )/+ 58]/+ 51] + 96 + 39-8 |+ 1008 |+ 445] + 7514140] +1171] — 6-6 
Sports and travel +215 | + 35-0 | +173 + 63 +398 |}+ 984 |+ 12:5 | + 42:9] + 41-8 || + 24-7 21-1 
Misc. and unspecified ~ 14 |) —10-1 | —22:7]} —13-2 38 |}+ 55:2 |+ 149 tian — 721+ 24] —149 
Total-——_Non-food merchandise] + 85 | + 41]+ 3-9 Nil +148 |-+ 106-2 |+ 280] + 691+ 165 |} +110] — 12-9 
TOTAL saLEs—July ees + 05 — O91] + 04 — 30 + 24/+ 81-2 + 13:1] + 58]+ 59 a 
February—July 
Food and perishables + 35 |+ 39|+ 36] + 1:8 + 47 (+ 119 |4+ 22) + 79 + 37 
Non-food merchandise + 93 1+ 73) + 68] + 66 +131 |+ 30-2 |+ 11-1| + 7-4 + 11:0 
Total sales... +65 |+ 68/4 60|4+ 33] +.72/4+ 2465 | 44) + 7-6 + 665 
ToTaL stooks—July —110 | —126| —153] — 68 | —12:9 |— 19-5 | — 26-9 — 12-9 























* Figures are only given where a signifi 


ificant amount of sales could not be allocated. 


t Including some goods for 


which separate particulars under the sub-headings are not available, the quantities being substantial for piece-goods and women’s wear. 
Note. Food and perishables accou ted for 61 per cent. of the total sales. 
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RETAIL TRADE—continued 


for about a quarter of the period last year London was suffering 
from the flying bombs, so that the greater rise is largely a re- 
covery from a quite abnormally low level. Recent index- 
numbers have, however, suggested that Central London has 
been recovering somewhat from its “ normal” war-time depres- 
$10n. 

The fact that food sales show a very similar movement in the 
two divisions is a reminder that in the early months of 1945 
London’s population was still lower than it was in the spring of 
1944, before the flying-bomb campaign started. London’s less 
favourable experience on piece-goods seems to be due to special 
stock difficulties in that area, 


Stocks * 


Index Numbers of Apparel Stocks. The reduced volume of 
apparel sales this month produced, on the whole, an improvement 
in stocks, though the four categories reacted somewhat differ- 
ently. Women’s wear showed a rise of 4 points, this being 
the’seventh successive increase ; the movement has been partly 
seasonal, but the latest index of 98 is in marked contrast to the 





* It must always be remembered that the statistics of stocks, par- 
ticularly of food, are based on a much less representative sample of 
shops than those of sales; thus the collaborating co-operative 
societies, for example, do not report stocks. 
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low-point of 69 at the end of December. Men’s and boys’ wear 
showed a rise of one point, which is the fifth small rise in succes. 
sion and gives an aggregate rise of 10 points since February, 
On the other hand, the index for boots and shoes fell by one 
point to 57 and that for dress materials by 2 to the very low 
figure of 34 


Comparison with a Year Earlier. In total, stocks show a fal] 
compared with a year earlier of 13 per cent., the same being true 
both for food and for other goods. This reduction is slightly 
smaller than those recorded in recent months. 

One category, women’s wear, shows higher stocks than a year 
earlier, the rise of 4 per cent. being the first significant increase 
recorded for any main category since October 1944. The other 
categories all show decreases, ranging from 7 per cent. for fancy 
departments to 43 per cent. for piece-goods ; the dress materials 
sub-category again showed the largest fall of all, 57 per cent. 


Comparison with July 1939. In peace-time retailers deliber- 
ately ran down their stocks at the end of the trading half-year, 
so that comparisons with July 1939 are liable to be misleading. 


[Notr. To save space the introductory paragraphs explaining 
the method of compiling the statistics (see, for example, the 
** Board of Trade Journal”? for April 7, 1945, p. 146) have been 
omitted. Few schedules needed correction this month for differ- 
ences in the number of selling days between 1944 and 1945.] 


INDEX NUMBERS OF SALES PER SELLING DAY AND OF APPAREL STOCKS 
(Average for 1942 = 100) 





Sales per Selling Day 


Stocks (end of month) 





| Household 
Goods 


Non-food 


Month Merchandise| Food 


Men’s and Boots 
Boys’ Wear | and Shoes 


Dress Women’s 
Total Materials Wear 





1944 | 1946 | 1944 | 1945 | 1944 | 1945 | 1944 | 1945 


1944 | 1945 | 1944 | 1945 | 1944 | 1945 | 1944 | 1945 | 1944| 1945 





January 68 | 74 | 85 | 81 | 78 }.82 | 100 | 103 
February | 107 | 121 | 83 | 87 | 99 |;109 | 103 | 107 
March ...| 106 | 126 | 90 | 101 | 100 |"116 | 105 | 113 
April ... | 112 | 107 | 93 | 107 | 104 | 104 | 109 | 111 
May ...| 100 | 102 | 89 | 104 | 99 | 106 | 111 | 123 
June ...| 82 | 97 | 80 | 110 | 86 | 99 | 111 | 109 


July ...| 79 92 73 110 82 95 106 | 106 


91 95 89 58 84 73 102 74 | 81 | 69 
101 | 108 87 47 85 75 94 67 | 88 | 71 
103 | 114 88 41 90 79 94 68 | 78 | 58 
107 | 108 84 36 90 84 96 71 80 | 60 
105 | 115 81 36 91 85 101 74 | 78 | 657 
101 | 105 80 36 97 94 101 76 | 79 | 58 


96 | 101 79 34 94 98 100 77 | 84 | 57 














August ... | 117 76 102 110 107 73 88 92 72 
September | 113 82 107 105 106 67 85 88 68 
October... | 112 89 108 105 106 62 80 87 66 
November | 106 96 113 106 109 58 81 89 66 
December | 123 114 140 119 128 55 69 71 64 

Year ... | 102 87 101 107 105 75 86 93 75 





















































Makers of Utility Furniture 


Latest additions to the list of firms designated for the produc- 
tion of utility furniture announced by the Board of Trade are : 

Stamford Cabinet Co. Ltd., Whittington Street, Ashton-under- 
Lyne: kitchen cabinets, kitchen tables, kitchen chairs. 

Luxury Upholstery Ltd., 827 Wandsworth Road, London, 
S.W.8: armchairs, fireside chairs. 

H. Herrmann Ltd., 114—21 Dod Street, Burdett Road, E.14: 
wardrobes, dressing chests, tallboys. 

Acme Cabinet Co. Ltd., Ivyfield Road, Erdington, Birmingham: 
bedsteads. 

Atkins Ansell & Co. Ltd., 123 Charles Street, Sheffield 1 : 
armchairs, fireside chairs, bed-chairs, bed-settees. 

C. Bernstein Ltd., Star Saw Mills, Red Bank, Manchester 4: 
sideboards, dining tables. 

A. M. & S. Goodman Ltd., Wellington Street Works, Newton 
Heath, Manchester 10: bedsteads. 

Marsden Mattresses Ltd., 43-49 Lime Street, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne: bedsteads. 

W. H. Kellett, 157 Old Street, Ashton-under-Lyne : bedsteads. 

Trickett Cabinet Co. Ltd., King’s Road, Hay Mills, Birming- 
ham, 25: kitchen tables, occasional tables, bookshelves. 

D. Meredew, Cabinet Works, Dunhams Lane, Letchworth, 
Herts. : wardrobes, dressing chests, tallboys. 

Malcolm Owen (1938) Ltd., Bideford Avenue, Perivale, 
Middlesex : wardrobes, dressing chests, tallboys. 

Hughenden Chair & Furniture Works Ltd., Cherry Orchard 
Works, Spring Gardens Road, High Wycombe : dining chairs. 

Blochs Ltd., Bankfield Mill, Lord Street, Kearsley, Farnworth, 
Lancs. : bedsteads. 

B. W. D. King (Chalford) & Co. Ltd., Victoria Works, Chalford, 
Nr. Stroud, Glos. : armchairs, fireside chairs. 


Frederick Treasure Ltd., Pitt Street, Preston: bedsteads. 

Mealing Bros. Ltd., Avenue Chair Works, High Wycombe : 
kitchen, chairs. 

H. Davis (Chairs) Ltd., St. Peter Street, Cardiff: kitchen 
chairs, dining chairs. 

Craig Bros., High Street, Airdrie: bedsteads. 

Martins’ Britannia Joinery & Cabinet Works, Coppenhall, 
Crewe : wardrobes, dressing chests, tallboys. 

Taylor Bros., Enfield Cabinet Works, Pemberton, Wigan: 
sideboards, dining tables. 

Note.—Details of the supply areas have been published in the 
trade press. 


Replacement of Lost Clothing 
Coupons 


On the eve of the new clothing ration the Board of Trade 
wish to remind the public that great care should be taken of 
their clothing books, as lost or destroyed clothing coupons can 
be replaced only where the loss is proved to have been entirely 
unavoidable. 

In all other circumstances the Board will either limit the 
number of coupons replaced or refuse altogether. 

People who lose their clothing book should wait a fortnight to 
see if the lost book has been returned to their local Food Office. 

They may then obtain an application form for replacement 
from the Food Office, on production of their food book and 
identity card. 

The completed form should be sent to the Assistance Board 
Area Office, whose address is shown on the poster at the Food 
Office. 
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Trade of Wholesale Textile Houses 


Seasonal Fall in Sales smaller than Usual 


The index number of home trade sales for July, at 92, showed 
no change from the June level and was 12 per cent. below the 
average for the previous twelve months. It is usual, even in war- 
time, for July sales to be very low “ between seasons,” and 
trade this July must be considered unusually active for the 
time of year. Both the two main categories, women’s wear and 
men’s wear, showed a moderate decline between June and July, 
but sales of dress materials recovered quite markedly from the 
low level of May and June. 

Compared with July 1944 total sales showed a rise of 16 per 
cent., and every category shared in the increase except dress 
materials, for which a fractional fall was recorded. Women’s 
wear showed a rather greater increase (174 per cent.) than the 
average, but the rise for men’s wear was only 93 per cent. Per- 
haps the most significant increases were in household textiles 
(36 per cent.), furnishings (28 per cent.) and gloves (22 per cent.). 

It is noteworthy that, despite the difficult supply position, 
total sales for the seven months of 1945 have been 6} per cent. 
higher than in the corresponding months of 1944; both the 
main categories show broadly similar increases. Only a trifling 
proportion (under 1 per cent.) of the 1945 sales has been made 
at the expense of stocks, since the stock index has fallen only 
from 85 at the beginning of the period to 82 at the end of it. 


Stocks: With sales at their seasonal trough, the stock index showed 
asubstantial rise during July for the second month in succession, 
and at 82 is now higher than at the end of February. The 
subsidiary index numbers show that the improvement over the 
last two months has been greatest in women’s wear, which has 
risen from 67 at the end of May to 88 at the end of July ; men’s 
wear has risen by only 11 points during the two months, but 
here too the stock index has passed the February level. Dress 
materials showed no rise at all during July. 

Compared with a year ago, total stocks naturally continue to 
show a substantial reduction (24 per cent.), though this is smaller 
than in any earlier month. It is virtually certain that the next 


few months will also show reductions contpared with a year 
earlier, but that these will get progressively smaller, since the 
ecmparison will be with the lower stock figures recorded towards 
the end of 1944. 

Household textiles was the only important category to show 
higher stocks than a year ago, and the rise was only 0-5 per cent. 
The decrease for men’s wear (30 per cent.) was greater than that 
for women’s wear (23 per cent.), and dress materials once more 
showed the biggest fall (43 per cent.) 


PERCENTAGES OF THE CORRESPONDING FIGURES FOR 1944 

















| 
Sales | Stocks at 

Class of Merchandise —- ——_—————| end of 
July January tol July 

July | 
Household piece-goods... : 135-9 115-9 | 1005 
Dress materials ... eas ace 99-4 91-6 56:8 
Women’s and children’s wear ... 1.7°5 107:8 77-0 
Gloves... am sae ase 122-3 97:3 76:2 
Men’s and boys’ wear ... 109-4 106-2 69-6 
Boots and shoes * 106-5 107-1 63-5 
Furnishings 128-3 126-3 83:1 
Fancy departments ai 122-3 111-9 88-7 
Sports and travel* ... are 167-1 121-4 114-6 
Miscellaneous... hes ee 101-1 92-6 91-7 

Total (including some items not 

allocated to classes) ... 115-7 106-5 75-6 








* Reporting houses do relatively little business in these categories, 
and the figures may not be representative of the trade of the country 
taken as a whole. 

[Note—To save space the introductory paragraphs explaining 
the method by which these statistics are compiled have been omit- 
ted; it was described in the Board of Trade Journal, February 10. 


Index Numbers of Sales and Stocks * 
(Base: Average of 1942 = 100) 


























Total Home Trade Women’s and Men’s and Boys’ Wear tf Piece Goods ¢ 
Children’s Wear t (Dress Materials) 
Month 
Normal 
seasonal | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 
movement f 
Sazs * 
January ... soe 55 78 82 70 88 75 79 69 90 75 62 52 68 96 | 120 93 | 116 
February ... ane 80 116 | 110 | 121 | 181 | 116 | 108 | 125 | 1386 | 119 | 110 | 110 | 135 | 120 | 119 | 117 | 116 
March wae aie 119 118 | 107 | 124 | 125 | 119 | 108 | 127 | 132 | 118 | 102 | 121 | 122 | 138 | 117 | 120 | 105 
April eos nan 109 106 | 104 | 106 | 114 109 | 106 | 110 | 118 | 111 | 102 | 101 | 106 | 111 | 109 | 105 97 
May eee ees 106 99 97 | 109 98 97 95 | 112 | 102 | 105 99 | 108 91 | 112 | 107 | 117 79 
June ove ose 90 104 79 85 92 | 104 75 88 95 | 100 80 83 87 | 107 97 96 78 
July sve oes 67 89 72 79 92 85 66 79 92 91 65 75 82 71 79 86 86 
August tee oes 71 90 75 | 106 89 77 | 110 82 69 | 110 85 67 95 
September ... ss 137 103 | 113 | 119 105 | 117 | 124 105 | 113 | 123 91} 98] 97 
October... eae 138 118 | 111 | 127 124 | 115 | 133 115 | 110 | 132 97 | 99] 105 
November ... wine 122 105 95 | 109 106 92 | 109 110 | 103 | 122 88 79 86 
December ... exe 106 74 70 ni 71 65 ei 69 71 76 84 78 80 
Year as 100 100 | 93 | 103 100 | 92 | 105 100 | 91 101 100 | 97} 100 
Stooxs (at end of month)* 
January... re 95 108 | 112 | 121 | 90] 104] 116] 130 | 96) 113 | 114 | 144] 103 | 108 | 110} 114] 71 
February... oss 107 103 | 111 | 116 79 | 102 | 113 | 123 82 | 111 | 119 | 148 89 | 103 | 114 | 113 68 
March eee 106 98 | 111 | 108 72 98 | 115 | 115 74 | 106 | 119 | 135 82 91 | 113 |} 101 54 
April dep ain 103 93 | 108 | 103 68 92 | 110 | 106 69 98 | 117 | 127 78 86 | 110 | 101 52 
May a ais 99 94 | 108 97 67 92 | 111 99 67 92 | 119 | 122 79 92 | 107 93 48 
June oes ous 94 95 | 112 | 103 76 95 | 117 | 105 78 93 | 133 | 127 84 89 | 104 97 55 
July ee ion 101 102 | 126 | 108 | 82] 104 | 133] 114] 88] 97] 148 | 129} 90] 104] 116; 97] 55 
August ae won lll 105 | 127 99 107 | 136 | 102 103 | 147 | 116 103 | 120 94 
September ... a 107 105 | 119 | 88 108 | 126} 90 101 | 139 | 101 104} 117 | 85 
October... wie 101 99 |} 113 | 80 100 | 119} 79 95 | 136 | 92 104 | 113 | 79 
November ... ios 95 96} 111] 80 96/118] 81 90 | 133 | 90 108 | 112 | 79 
December ... oes 81 102 | 111 | 865 102 | 120] 88 101 | 134 | 99 108 | 106 | 78 
Year oat 100 100 | 114} 99 100 | 119 | 103 100 | 129 | 119 100 | 112 | 94 
























































* Purchase tax has been omitted in computing the value of both sales and stocks; the figures are not corrected for changet 


in prices. 
t Based on 1935 to 1938. 


t Including exports, which form only a small part of the total. 
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Wholesale Prices in August 


The following table shows the movement of wholesale prices in the last thirteen months in each of the eleven groups of com- 
modities specified. It also shows the changes over the same period in prices of (a) industrial materials classified according to 
stage of manufacture, and (b) building materials. All the commodities included in (a) and (b) are also included in their 
appropriate commodity groups (V-XI). In cases where the Government buys a commodity at one price and resells it at a 
lower one (e.g. home-produced meat) the subsidised price is the one used for the index; where different prices are charged 




















































































































according to the use to which the article is put (e.g. in the case of sugar and flour) a weighted average of these is taken. R 
Averages for the Year 1930 = 100 tl 
a= =: KF 
1944 1945 16 
Group — 24 
Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. 6 
I. Cereals nab _— vee --- | 163-3 | 164-0 | 165-6 | 166-2 | 166-6 | 165-5 | 165-8 | 165-5 | 164-1 | 163-9 | 163-4 | 163-9 | 164-6 W 
II. Meat, fish and eggs oe eee | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 re 
III. Other food and tobacco ... --- | 188-4 | 182-2 | 178-3 | 177-8 | 179-4 | 179-8 | 179-8 | 179-7 | 179-6 | 180-0 | 190-9 | 194-4 | 192-0 am 
Total—Food and tobacco... _... | 1588 | 156-8 | 155-9 | 155-9 | 156-6 | 156-4 | 156-5 | 156-4 | 156-0 | 156-0 | 159-7 | 161-0 | 160-4 
IV. Coal... —_ oon bes «++ | 223-5 | 224-0 | 224-0 | 224-0 | 224-0 | 224-0 | 224-0 | 224-0 | 224-0 | 243-7 | 243-7 | 243-7 | 243-7 
V. Iron and steel one See --» | 184-5 | 185-7 | 185-7 | 185-7 | 185-7 | 185-5 | 185-5 | 188-0 | 189-6 | 189-6 | 189-6 | 189-6 | 189-6 
VI. Non-ferrous metals aes --. | 128-0 | 128-0 | 128-0 | 128-0 | 128-0 | 128-0 | 128-0 | 126-1 | 123-1 | 123-9 | 127-2 | 129-3 | 129-3 
VII. Cotton — — = --. | 159-3 | 159-3 | 159-3 | 160-6 | 160-6 | 160-6 | 160-6 | 160-6 | 160-6 | 160-6 | 162-0 | 162-9 | 162-9 aay 
VIII. Wool see wee bee --. | 184-0 | 184-0 | 184-0 | 184-3 | 184-3 | 184-4 | 184-1 | 184-1 | 184-1 | 184-1 | 184-1 | 184-1 | 184-1 Ch 
IX. Other textiles a ose --- | 133-6 | 133-8 | 133-4 | 135-9 | 136-1 | 138-5 | 138-3 | 138-4 | 138-6 | 138-6 | 138-6 | 138-6 | 138-6 Mi 
X. Chemicals and oils ose eee | L51-1 | 151-4 | 151-4 | 151-5 | 151-6 | 151-6 | 150-8 | 150-5 | 150-5 | 150-7 | 151-1 | 150-7 | 150-0 Bc 
XI. Miscellaneous ese oes --. | 185-2 | 185-5 | 185-5 | 185-5 | 185-8 | 186-0 | 186-0 | 187-8 | 187-8 | 187-8 | 187-8 | 188-4 | 188-4 | 
Total—Industrial materials = 
and manufactures = eee | 171-7 | 172-2 | 172-1 | 172-5 | 172-6 | 172-8 | 172-7 | 173-5 | 173-7 | 174-8 | 175-3) 175-6 | 175-5 
Totat—All articles eee -+» | 167-5 | 167-1 | 166-7 | 166-9 | 167-2 | 167-2 | 167-2 | 167-8 | 167-7 | 168-4 | 170-1 | 170-8 | 170-5 nl 
i ea: 
Industrial materials (excluding fuel) :— ( 
Basic materials... — it --. | 186-0 | 186-0 | 185-9 | 186-8 | 187-2 | 187-4 | 187-3 | 186-6 | 186-6 | 186-6 | 187-3 | 188-4 | 188-4 19 
Intermediate products... oes --+ | 176-2 | 176-2 | 176-2 | 176-2 | 176-2 | 176-9 | 176-9 | 179-6 | 181-0 | 181-1 | 181-9 | 182-5 | 182-5 an 
Manufactured articles... ~ .-» | 158-9 | 159-9 | 159-9 | 160-2 | 160-3 | 160-1 | 160-1 | 161-0 | 160-4 | 160-6 | 160-7 | 160-6 | 160-6 
Building materials ... ote ove -++ | 153-8 | 154-2 | 153-9 | 153-9 | 153-9 | 153-9 | 153-9 | 156-0 | 166-0 | 166-0 | 156-7 ' 156-9 156-9 “ 
Wholesale prices in August, as measured by the Board of _ by a sharp rise in the price of onions following the removal of he: 
Trade index number, fell by 0-2 per cent. compared with July, price control on August 7. The average increase on the month ma 
mainly as a result of-» decrease of 0-4 per cent. in the food group, amounted to about 36 per cent., but this includes one week at is § 
which, for the third successive month, has been influenced largely the controlled price and so does not show the full effect of de- sal 
by variations in potato prices. Industrial materials and manu- control. Prices fluctuated considerably, and for one week were ‘ 
factures declined by 0-1 per cent. Since August 1939 the aggre- as much as 75 per cent. above the previous controlled price. the 
gate increases have been: all articles 74 per cent., food and There were seasonal falls of 4 per cent. and 2 per cent. in the su] 
tobacco 78 per cent., and industrial materials and manufactures average prices of tomatoes and apples, respectively, both due mu 
72 per cent. to adjustments in the controlled maximum prices. lik 
The regrouped data, in which the prices of industrial materials : i i cor 
and manufactures (except fuel) are classified according to the Industrial Materials and Manufactures : The changes were ahe 
stage of completion reached by the products concerned, showed confined to the chemicals and oils group, where the decrease of Ne 
no change compared with July. In comparison with August 1939 "5 per cent. was entirely due to general reductions as from 
the increases were: basic materials 99 per cent., intermediate August 21 in the prices of petroleum products, most of which 
products 75 per cent., and manufactured articles 48 per cent. eter cancion pacanneniataae See 
Prices of building materials were also unchanged compared with Index Percentage change Fre 
July, the rise since the outbreak of war being 51 per cent. No. | No. compared with hee 
The much greater rise since pre-war shown for basic materials Group of |———-|——__ — ——— the 
might suggest that the price of (say) raw wool had advanced items} Aug. | July | Aug. Aug. All 
much more than those of wool yarn and cloth, but this con- 1945 | 1945 | 1944 | 1939 No 
clusion would be almost wholly false. In general, there is not a l rnc 
very great difference between the price rises shown at the various I. Cereals ‘ aeP 20 164°6 + O4 t os 4 reir 
: * . II. Meat, fish and eggs| 20 | 121-8 + 444 
stages of manufacture of any one material, and in several cases It Other feed ond 
the rise has actually been least for the raw material because the ” | tialiaialen c= | 28] 1920 | —1-3| + 1-9]+ 91-7 Lic 
full effect of a subsidy is visible there. The true explanation LS RES SSR | SA ant 
of the greater rise shown by the raw materials index is essentially | Total—Food and tobacco] 68 | 160-4 | —0-4|+4+ 1-8)+ 77-5 Nor 
that it contains various items, such as paper-making materials, === \@=ss=>e | jaa aae loo oereaRR and 
which have increased enormously in price and for which there a5 es RO p. ni t 4 : 107°6 — 
is no quotation available at later stages of manufacture ; similarly, it eae, od a Oe ne 
the index for intermediate products is raised above that for war: — metals a os : a : oad WE 
manufactured articles mainly because it includes timber. VIL. Wool “ “loa 184-1 * 4 0-1 4+ 19-5 hay 
IX. Other textiles | 9 | 138-6 - + 3:7/+ 87-0 Spir 
X. Chemicals and oils} 15 | 150-0 | —0-5|— 0-7)+4 61-1 (10 
Prick CHancres in Commoprry Groups XI. Miscellaneous ...| 33 | 188-4 * + 17/4 96-1 ove 
—<— —— —|——$—___ ] —__—- I 
The table in the adjoining column shows the number of items =Total — Industrial : ran: 
included in each of the groups of commodities distinguished in materials and manu- i 
compiling the index number, and the percentage changes in factures an .-| 1382 | 175-5 | —O-1 |] + 2:2)-+4+ 71-7 
each group comparing prices in August with those of a month : ; <A WARGO jowEFaT 
and a year earlier, and with those of the last pre-war month. Total—All articles = «..| 200 | 170-6 | —02 [+ 18) + 738 : 
. Industrial materials (ex- 
Food and Tobacco: Only two significant changes occurred in cluding fuel) :— 
the cereals group—oats for feeding declined in price by nearly Basic materials ..| 33 | 188-4 * + 13/4 99-4 Pe 
6} per cent., whilst English gazette average barley showed an Intermediate products | 38 | 182-5 + 36/+ 753 7 
average rise of 3} per cent. As the former item has a weight of Manufactured articles| 48 | 160-6 + L1j)+ 47-7 Und 
only one-third in the index, and the latter a weight of three, ores : : - ' 8 sas 
there was an increase of 0-4 per cent. for the group as a whole. Building materials of (AS | eRe + oe Tots 
The fall of 1-3 per cent. in “ other food ” was largely due toa #——— ee ae 
seasonal drop of slightly over 18 per cent. in the average price * No appreciable change. __ " 
of potatoes (weight of three). This was partly offset, however, Continued on page 431 site 
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Official Announcements Affecting 
Trade and Industry 


Nors: Copies of all Orders referred to in the Board of Trade Journal can be purchased through any booksellers, agents, 
or direct from H.M. Stationery Office. New Orders, however, may not be immediately available. 


Rubber Footwear : The Board of Trade, after consultation with 
the Central Price Regulation Committee, have made the Rubber 
Footwear (Maximum Prices) (No. 2) Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 
1945 No. 1089, price 1d.), which came into operation on August 
24 and amends the Rubber Footwear (Maximum Prices) Order, 
1945. The new Order increases the maximum prices for juvenile 
Wellington boots following increased costs of manufacture, the 
revised prices being as follows :— 








Manufac- Manufac- Maximum 
turers’ turers’ price on a 
Particulars maximum or factors’ sale to a 
price to a maximum retail 
factor price to a customer 
retailer 
Childrens, sizes 4 to 9 8/1 9/3 12/4 
Misses’, sizes 10 to 2 9/1 10/5 13/11 
Boys’ or women’s, 
sizes 3 to 5 eee 10/2 11/8 15/7 














* 


Floor Coverings: The Board of Trade are issuing the Floor 
Coverings (Control of Manufacture and Supply) (No. 4) Order, 
1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 1093, price 1d.), which re-enacts and 
amends the No. 2 and No. 3 Orders. 

The new provisions are :— 

1. Under the new Order it is no longer necessary for out- 
workers to be licensed. ' 

2. Makers-up of carpeting to which has been applied a label 
bearing the words ‘‘ Price Control Group’”’ and a code number 
may not sell lengths of carpeting or made-up goods unless there 
is securely attached thereto a label bearing these words and the 
same code number. 

3. Sheepskin floor rugs are no longer controlled goods under 
the Floor Coverings Orders, and licences to manufacture and 
supply are no longer required. Licences to dress controlled skins 
must still be obtained from the Leather Control. There is little 
likelihood of any increase in quotas being made at present. Any 
correspondence about the manufacture of sheepskin floor rugs 
should be addressed to the Board of Trade, I.M.4 Department, 
Neville House, Page Street, London, S.W.1, as formerly. 


* 
French Legation Change of Address: The Board of Trade have 


been informed that the address of the Commercial Counsellor to 
the French Legation in London, Mon. de Seilly, formerly No. 3 
Albert Hall Mansions, London, 8.W.7, has been changed to 
No. 22 Hans Place, London, 8.W.1 (Tel. : Kensington 3696). 


* 


Licences for Copper, Nickel and Zinc: The Ministry of Supply 
announces that as from Friday, August 31, applications to the 
Non-Ferrous Metals Control for licences to acquire copper, nickel 
and zine for the production of semi-manufactured or manu- 





WHOLESALE PRICES IN AUGUST—continued from page 430. 


have been unchanged since February 1942. ‘ Pool’ motor 
spirit fell by 2d. per gallon (9 per cent.), burning oil by 1}d. 
(10 per cent.) and fuel oil by #d. (7 per cent.), the average declines 
over the month being about 24, 2} and 2 per cent. respectively. 

Percentage Changes. The following table shows in 5 per cent. 
ranges the increases and decreases among the price averages for 
food and industrial materials :— 


AUGUST COMPARED WITH JULY 




















Food and tobacco Industrial materials 
(68 items) (132 items) 
Per cent, 
Increases Decreases Increases Decreases 
Under 5... 3 5 1 4 
Total ... 4* 8* 1 4 











* Including an increase of 36 per cent. in the average price of 
onions and a decrease of 18 per cent. for potatoes (three items). 


factured goods, whether for the home trade or for export, will be 
considered hy the Control without restriction in respect of the 
type of article to be manufactured. 

Enquiries should be made to the Joint Controllers, Non- 
Ferrous Metals Control, Grand Hotel, Rugby. 


* 


Control of Non-Ferrous Metals—Termination of Appointments : 
The Minister of Supply has agreed to release the present Joint 
Controllers of Non-Ferrous Metals, Mr. W. Mure, C.B.E., and 
Mr. A. M. Baer, from their duties on August 31, at which date 
the agreement of 1940 between the Ministry and the British Metal 
Corporation Ltd. was terminated. 

The Control will be replaced by a Directorate of Non-Ferrous 
Metals under the Raw Materials Department. The Director will 
be Mr. R. D. Burn, at present Deputy-Controller of Non-Ferrous 
Metals, and the Directorate will operate from the same addresses 
as the Control :— 

Grand Hotel, Rugby, Warwickshire. Telephone—Rugby 2131, 
and Euston House, Evershot Street, London, N.W.1. Telephone 
—Euston 1260. 

Mr. G. F. A. Burgess and Mr. R. E. Talbot have relinquished 
their positions as Deputy-Controllers of Non-Ferrous Metals at 
August 31, but Mr. Burgess will continue for the time being to 
act as Controller of Mica. 


* 


Optical Lanterns and Cinematographs: ‘The ‘Treasury, after 
consultation with the Board of Trade, has made the Safeguarding 
of Industries (Optical Lanterns and Cinematographs) (Exemp- 
tion) Order, 1945, operating as from September 3, 1945. The 
effect of this Order is that complete optical lanterns and cine- 
matographs are only exempt from duty under the Safeguarding 
of Industries Act, 1921, if they do not exceed in value 2s. and 3s. 
respectively. 

These limits replace the limits of 4s. and 10s. in operation 
before the Order was made. 

The exempted articles remain liable to duty under the Import 
Duties Act, 1932. 


* 


Overseas Trade Guarantees Act, 1989 : The aggregate amount of 
the guarantees given under Section 4 of the Export Guarantees 
Act, 1939, and Section 2 of the Overseas Trade Guarantees Act, 
1939, during the period August 28, 1939, to August 27, 1945, 
are shown in the following table : 


Aggregate amount of guarantees given 
Country aScairocescsncbtiniininils anathema 





Principal Interest 
£ 

Greece 433,800 | 5 per cent. for 20 years (subject to 

the operation of a Sinking Fund). 
toumania... 1,860,100 do do 
China “a 2,705,100 | 5 per cent. for 14 years (subject to 

the operation of a Sinking Fund). 
Finland 1,647,000 | 4 per cent. for 5 years. 


£6,646,000 








The undermentioned guarantees were also given during the 
same period, but the principal and interest have been redeemed 
and the guarantees terminated : 





Aggregate amount of guarantees given 
Country a a 
Principal 

£ 
178,300 | 5 per cent. for 18 years (subject to 
the operation of a Sinking Fund). 
2,569,000 | 44 per cent. for 5 years. 

190,000 | Inclusive of interest at 4} per cent. 





Interest 


Poland 


New Zealand 
Iceland 


£2,937,300 
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Customs Regulations and Tariff 
Changes 


CANADA 


Labelling of Drugs : H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Ottawa 
has forwarded to the Board of Trade a copy of Order in Council 
P.C. 5230 dated July 26 which provides for the amendment of 
Part C of Section I of Division I of the regulations under the 
Food and Drugs Act by the addition of the following para- 
graph : 

“7, Any preparation other than penicillin for injection pur- 
porting to contain penicillin or its derivatives shall bear a state- 
ment on the label indicating the potency of the penicillin in 
International Units per gram or per cubic centimetre. For 
preparations put up in capsules, tablets, pills, cachets, lozenges 
or other similar dosage forms the penicillin content shall be 
stated in terms of International Units per capsule, tablet, pill, 
cachet, lozenge or other similar dosage form.”’ 


* 


EGYPT 


Consumption or Excise Duties : The Egyptian “ Journal Official ” 
No. 110 of July 16 contains a decree, operative as from the 
above date, which modifies the excise or consumption duty on 
brandy and cognac and cancels that part of the decree of 
May 5 dealing with these commodities. (For previous notice on 
this subject, see Board of Trade Journal of June 30, 1945, page 
297.) 

Under the present decree an excise or consumption duty will 
be collected on brandy and cognac as shown in the table below, 
whether they be locally produced or imported from abroad : 

srandy and Cognac 

150 milliemes per litre of liquid containing 38 degrees of 
aleohol, in addition to the existing excise duty on alcohol. 

This duty will be increased proportionately with the addi- 
tional aleoholic content exceeding 38 degrees. 


* 


MEXICO 


Customs Tariff Modifications : The Secretary (Commercial) to 
H.M. Embassy at Mexico City reports that a decree, dated 
June 25, 1945, published in the “ Diario Oficial” of July 17, 
and effective on July 20, increases the duties on wool imported 
into Mexico as follows :— 


Old Rate New Rate 
Tariff No. and Article of Duty of Duty 





per kilo per kilo 

gross gross 

1-24-00. Wool waste, scoured, in laps, Pesos Pesos 
suitable for felt manufacture ... ike 0°35 0-60 
1:24:01. Scoured wool waste, unspecified 0-35 0-50 
1-24-02. Wool waste, greasy... yee 0-35 0-40 
1.24.04. Combed wool (tops)... so 0-65 2-50 
1.24.05. Raw wool, scoured or washed... 0-35 1-00 
1.24.06. Raw wool in the grease $5 0°35 0-50 
1.24.07. Shoddy ... =~ = he 0°35 0-50 
1.24.08. Rags, woollen (for carding) ... 0-35 0-40 





The Secretary (Commerical) further reports that the descrip- 
tion of news-print under Tariff No. 7.51.22 has been modified so 
that the duty of 7 centavos per kilo gross weight is now applicable 
to sheets of paper measuring not less than 50 cms. by 70 cms. 
instead of 60 cms. by 90 cms. as previously. 

This new definition became effective on July 17, 1945. 


SWEDEN 


Import Restrictions : H.M. Counsellor (Commercial) at Stock 
holm reports that the system under which all imports into 
Sweden from the West has been controlled by the issue of 
transport permits has been abrogated. The requirement of 
import licences for various commodities has been retained, 
however, and, simultaneously with the abolition of the transport 
permits, it has been extended to apply to a number of additional 
articles. The list of goods for which import licences are required 
as from August 1 is given below in a somewhat condensed form ; 
fuller details are available if required from the Department of 
Overseas Trade, Hawkins House, Dolphin Square, London, 
S.W.1. 


Licence required from State Trade Commission: Goose liver, 
caviare, oysters, honey, bone and horn, unworked, mother of 
pearl, tortoise-shell and shells of malluscs and snails, unworked, 
bristles, horsehair, non-edible roots, including gladioli tubers, 
flower bulbs, flowers, certain plants and parts of plants, 
tomatoes, tomato purée, hops, certain spices, malt. 

Vegetable tanning materials, certain resins, brushmakers’ 


fibres and nylon bristles, waxes, pité de foie gras, syrups, certain 


sugars, liquorice, chocolate, confectionery, dried yeast. 

Certain conserves, certain stones and earths, ores, etc.. 
graphite, asphalt, petroleum pitch, benzol, toluol, xylol, benzol 
oils, carbolic acid, cresol, certain mineral oils, mineral wax. 
various chemical and pharmaceutical products, essential vege- 
table oils, cosmetics and similar substances. 

Sensitised photographic paper, unexposed films, various 
tanning extracts, colours and varnishes, certain glues, pastes and 
gelatines, hides and skins, rubber, gutta percha and balata, 
certain wood, cork, vegetable parchment, greaseproof paper, 
condensor paper, playing cards, pictures, printed matter. 

Textile materials and manufactures, footwear, hats and caps, 
artificial flowers and plumes. 

Manufactures of asbestos, mica, manufactures of cement 
(including concrete) and of gypsum, magnesite bricks, graphite 
crucibles, faience and porcelain ware, glass, glazing and enamel 
in the lump, sheet glass, mirrors, glass and enamel wares. 

Precious metals, precious stones and pearls, common metals 
and manufactures thereof. 

Steam boilers, centrifugal butyrometers, yeast, mud and other 
centrifuges, tractors, locomotives, dentists’ drill holders, gene- 
rators weighing over 500 kilogs, accumulator batteries, carbon 
brushes weighing less than 3 kilogs, insulated electric wire 
electric cables, lines and cords, radio apparatus. 

Electric locomotives, railway and tramway vehicles, auto- 
mobiles, motor cycles and sidecars, parts and accessories for 
automobiles and motor cycles, other vehicles, certain pleasure 
boats, photographic cameras weighing up to 3 kilogs, surgical 
vacuum pumps, dentists’ drills, microscopes, analytical balances, 
watches and clocks. 

Grand pianos, upright and square pianos, accordions, gramo- 
phones, except records and needles, artificial plastic materials, 
nylon brushes, cases, caskets, boxes and sheaths, bags, trunks 
and the like, toys and games, beads, jewellery, tobacco pipes, 
cigarette holders, works of art, pictures. 


Licence required from State Food Commission ; Certain meats, 
fish, guts, onions, edible fruits and berries, coffee, tea, cereals 
(except oats, maize, rice with the outer husk removed, vetches, 
peas and beans, rye, wheat, barley), flour (except of oats, rvye- 
wheat), groats (except oatmeal and split peas), potato meal and 
other starches, peanuts, copra, soya beans and other non. 
edible oleaginous seeds and fruits, fats and oils of animal or 
vegetable origin, meat extracts and concentrated soups, molasses, 
cocoa, cocoa butter, cornflakes and similar products obtained by 
a swelling and roasting process of cereals or other vegetables, 
fodder, crude phosphate, ammonium sulphate, common salt, 
soap, soap substitutes, soft soap, washing, scouring, polishing, 
cleaning, disinfecting and dressing substances, fertilizers. 
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Overseas Trade Reports and 
Statistics 


BRITISH INDIA 


Crop Conditions and Outlook : The Department of Commercial 
Intelligence and Statistics, Calcutta, reports as follows on the 
crops in India for the weeks ended on the dates given :— 

Madras, August 11. Rainfall has been very heavy in South 
Kanara and moderate to light elsewhere. Sowing and trans- 
plantation of paddy and dry crops are proceeding. Standing 
crops are generally fair. 

Bihar, August 20. Heavy and light to moderate rain has 
fallen. Standing crops are on the whole fair. 

Orissa, August 20. Weather has been unfavourable in the 
Ganjam region, with light to moderate rainfall at all places, 
except Sambalpur. Due to insufficient rainfall, agricultural 
operations have been affected in the Puri and Ganjam districts. 
Anxiety over prospects for paddy are reported from Balasore. 
Standing crops, including paddy, sugarcane, jute and cotton are 
thriving. 

Punjab, August 20. Beneficial rains have fallen over almost 
all districts. Reports for the Hoshiarpur, Gujarat, Montgomery, 
Jhang and Multan districts are not available. Standing crops 
are average to good. 

Central Provinces and Berar, August 17. The weather has 
been mostly cloudy and wet with occasional sunshine and heavy 
showers throughout the province. Sowing of khariff crops is 
complete. Standing crops, including cotton, are stunted owing 
to excessive rains. 

United Provinces, August 11. There have been light sporadic 
showers everywhere. Early paddy is reported damaged in 
certain areas, with prospects for outturn largely dependent on 
the character of rainfall. 

sombay, August 24. Rains have been adequate throughout, 
but excessive in the Gujarat area. Crops growths, except for 
Gujarat, are satisfactory. 

Sind, August 24. Rainfall has been light. Cotton is in the 
process of boll formation and paddy is progressing. 


* 
EIRE 


Foreign Trade, January-May: The Department of Industry 
and Commerce, Dublin, has recently issued trade statistics for 
May and the five months ended May which show that during 
these periods imports (excluding bullion and coin) were valued 
at £3,292,522 and £13,798,985 as compared with £2,039,252 and 
£11,887,203 respectively in the corresponding periods of 1944. 
Exports during May totalled £2,436,362, and for the five months 
ended May £12,992,358, as against £1,632,158 and £11,013,445 
respectively in the corresponding periods of 1944. The value 
of the chief trading classes during the periods under review are 
shown in the following table :— 

















Imports 
May January—May 
Class Snead teen ~~~ 
1944 1945 1944 1945 
£ £ £ £ 
Live animals ... 30,602 58,452 | 150,205 | 278,645 
Food, drink and tobacco 727,281 | 819,944 |4,246,111 |3,997,839 
Other raw materials and 
manufactured goods {1,252,461 |2,372,144 |7,344,193 |9,317,673 
Parcel post 28,908 41,982 146,694 | 204,828 
Exports 
May | January—May 
Class ~~} - 
1944 1945 | 1944 1945 
£ 5 £ 
Live animals 637,753 938, 936 |4,57 9,340 5,261,061 


Food, drink and tobacco 4,563,434 


Other raw materials and 


717,724 |1,163,817 5,599,284 


manufactured goods 268,235 | 313,379 |1,796,071 |2,054,351 
Parcel post ; 8,446 | 16,230 | 74,600 | 77,662 





As regards re-exports, the totals for May and the first five 
months ended May were £8,385 and £97,791 as against £7,473 
and £40,658 respectively a year earlier. 

Sources of Imports. The following table shows the principal 


sources of imports during May and the first five months of 1945 
and 1944 :— 








| May | January—May 
Country ———— : 

1045 | 1044 | 1945 | 1988 

£ ak eae ee 

Great Britain ... 1,356,855 | 686,596 |6,749,906, 15,579,415 
Northern Ireland 81,386 64,291 | 408,327 378,878 
Canada ... 360,492 | 613,215 |1,338,127 |1,882,292 
Argentina 381,696 37,343 | 745,167 | 589,484 
Brazil 381,453 6,717 | 850,111 117,664 
Dutch W. Indies 120,810 1,056 | 453,457 | 346,403 
Portugal 60,743 17,166 | 133,611 | 140,061 
Portuguese W. ‘Afric a. 4,241 | 229,007 | 339,820 | 531,480 
Spain ae er 4,021 6,447 10,522 118,843 
United States ... 253,581 | 173,608 |1,536,313 {1,109,999 














Destination of Exports. ‘The chief destination of exports 
during the periods under review are shown in the following 
table :— 





| May | January—May 
Country | 


1944 1945 1944 


Great Britain 


£ £ £ {£ 
| 1,210,737 10,171,927)/8,655, 334 


Northern Ireland ‘ 527,978 | 412,860 | 2,706,15 18/2,197,897 
Canada ... as ee 790 3 3.1521 92] 
Argentina | 480 | 206) 1,280 


Brazil va 
United States 


87,280 


116,679 


NEW ZEALAND 


Principal Exports : ‘The following table gives particulars of the 
chief commodities exported during the financial year 1944-45 


together with the comparative figures for 1943-44 : 


Twelve months ended 
March 31 
Commodity 


1945 | 1944 
£ | £ 
Butter 18,754,698 15,504,110 
Butterfat, dry 8,302 | 134,327 
Cheese 9,643,013 | 7,974,547 
Frozen beef ; praee 210,690 | 597,723 
Frozen lamb ae a «+ | 11,764,853 | 10,243,491 
Frozen mutton | 2,238,480 722,277 
Frozen pork vee ais 217,822 25,436 
Frozen veal bod oy - 289,565 264,616 





Other frozen meats 598,452 688,486 
Dehydrated meats 174,926 | 591,105 
Canned meats 399,109 | 1,473,789 
Sausage casings ... 1,219,025 938,140 
Dried milk 634,815 | 405,173 
Biscuits 186,465 2,056,694 
Peas 347,356 | 420,886 
Calf-skins 388,062 446,479 
Cattle-hides 491,603 614,531 
Opossum-skins 160,009 | 102.516 
Rabbit-skins 921,392 1,065,839 
Sheep-skins, with wool . | 307,429 496,931 
Sheep-skins, without woul | 2,224,593 ,082,144 
Wool Ag Wee | 9,317,884 16,683,457 
Linen flax (fibre and tow) | 424,802 515,887 
Clover seed . | 700,466 | 399,864 
Grass seed | 808,827 | 129,532 
Tallow 693,989 | 975,342 


Foreign Trade, 1944-45 : The ‘‘ Monthly Abstract of Statistics ” 
published by the New Zealand Census and Statistics Department, 
Wellington, provides the following comparison of external 
trading during the past four years :— 
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Year Exports Excess of 
ended Imports |—— —_)—————_____—— exports 
March 31 N. Z. Re- Total over 
Produce | exports imports 
£7000 £000 £7000 £7000 £7000 
1940 ... | 45,572 59,046 638 59,684 14,112 
1941 ... | 47,918 70,435 744 71,179 23,261 
1942... 50,590 68,533 630 69,163 18,573 
i! ae 60,968 75,461 651 76,112 15,144 
1944 ... | 95,755 73,895 1,333 75,228 |— 20,527 * 
1945... | 81,901 73,157 6,113 79,270 |— 2,631* 

















* Excess of imports. 


Imports during the year ended March 31, 1945, were valued 
at £81,900,632, a decrease of £13,854,809 below the total for 
1943-44. The great bulk of imports for 1944-45 were received 
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in the earlier part of the year, the total value for the final six 
months amounting to only £26,328,742. 

The value of merchandise exports for the financial year 
1944-45 was £79,270,024, the highest figure yet recorded for a 
March year. Included in this total, however, were re-exports to 
the extent of £6,112,895, so that the value of New Zealand 
produce exported was £73,157,129 as compared with £73,895,471 
in 1943-44 and £75,461,344 in 1942-43. 

Since the outbreak of war, figures of exports for any particular 
period may have been affected by the availability of shipping 
or by the priority accorded the different commodities. An out- 
standing example of the latter factor is found in the case of 
wool, exports of which in the year ended March 31, 1944, were 
valued at £16,683,457 as compared with £9,317,884 in the year 
ended March 31, 1945. 

It should also be femembered that certain quantities of goods 
which in the normal course of events would have been included 
in exports have been diverted to other channels connected with 
the war effort. As a result of these and other factors arising 
out of the war, the export statistics for recent years cannot be 
regarded as giving the same reliable indication of production as 
formerly. 


* 


Industrial Production : In continuation of the figures concerning production, etc. of certain industries for the year 1493-44 published 
in the Board of Trade Journal of August 4, 1945, page 359, the Census and Statistics Department, Wellington, has issued figures 


relative to further industries as under :— 






































| Value of land, | Persons engaged Salaries and Cost of materials 
Establishments buildings and plant (both sexes) wages paid used’ 
Industry | and machinery 
oe = > . 
he 1942 43 | 1943-44 1942. 13 | 1943 44 4 | 1942-43 1 1943 44 1942-43 _ 1943-44 1942-43 1943 44 
| 
No. wry | No. | Wo. £ £ £ £ 
Meat freezing and az 
serving | 38 10) 6,269,777 | 6,384,475 | LO,I37 | 10,186 3,839,261 | 3,818,619 | 23,140,041 | 23,131,162 
Dairy factories 410 109) 3,250,412 | 3,074,991 3,983 | 3,901 1,205,768 | 1,188,746+) 27,264,161 | 26,227,284+ 
Sawmills and sash and | 
door factories . 422 453 | 2,248,919 | 2,342,593 pu 7,574 | 7,806 | 2,448,342 | 2,605,540 2,646,626 2,782,598 
Other expenses | Power employed 
(excluding salaries Value of products | Added value 
Industry and wages and | a 
cost of materials) Engines Horse- power 
1942-43 1943-44 1942-43 1943-44 1942 43 | 1943 44 1942-43 | 1943 44 1942-43 | 1943-44 
£ £ £ £ £ £ No. “No. No. No. 
Meat freezing and pre- so | 
serving 1,594,540 | 1,680,863 | 29,662,483 | 29,356,630 | 6,522,4 6,225,468 3,221 3,562 55,424 55,661 
Dairy factories ... | 938,773 | 1,002,0294] 29,489,630 | 28,494,686] ma 3,397 3,428 | 29,068 | 29,756 
Sawmills and sash and | } 
door factories 1,029,173 | 1,131,375 6,610,345 | 6,935,702 | 3,963,719 vd 4,153,104 2,624 | 2,878 54,797 | 58,053 














+ Total expenses under these heads, i.e. not reduced by wage-costs allowance or factory-costs allowance. 


+ 


¢ Including wage-costs allowance, £48,677 and factory-costs allowance, £373,385. 





Openings for 


United Kingdom firms desirous of offering goods of United 
Kingdom manufacture may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices by applying to 
the Department of Overseas Trade, Hawkins House, Dolphin 
Square, Pimlico, London, S.W.1, and quoting the specific reference 
number and country. 


CANADA 


Hardware, Cutlery, Sport Goods, Motor Car Accessories: A 
manufacturer's representative at present residing at Niagara 
Falls, Ontario, wishes to secure the representation of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of the above-mentioned commodities, 
on a commission basis for Western Canada (Ref. No. 242631 (a)) 


* 


Groceries, Druggists’ Sundries, Confectionery : A manufacturer’s 
representative established in Toronto wishes to secure the 
representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of the above - 
mentioned commodities on a commission, purchase or consign- 


ment basis for the whole Dominion of Canada (Ref. 242631 (b). ) 


British Trade 


Precision Grinding Machines, such as Centreless, Cylindrical, 
Internal, Surface and Special Type, andfany Special Grinding 
Accessories, such as Time-saving Grinding Gadgets: A firm of 
manufacturers’ representatives established at Hamilton, Ontario, 
wishes to secure the representation of United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of the above, on a basis to be arranged for any area of 


Canada (Ref. No. Z42631 (c) ). 


*% 


Hardware, Electrical Goods, Sports Goods, Cutlery and Druggists’ 
Sundries : A manufacturer’s agent established in Toronto wishes 
to secure the representation of United Kingdom manufacturers 
of the above commodities on a commission or consignment basis 
for the whole of Canada (Ref. Z42631 (d) ). 


* 


Leather of all Kinds and Leather Goods: A firm of manufac- 
turers’ agents established in Toronto, wishes to obtain the 


representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of the above . 


on a basis to be arranged for the whole Dominion of Canada 
(Ref. Z42631 (e) ). 
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Wage Rates in Canada 


Average Increase of 32 per cent. Since 1939 


The Dominion Government Department of Labour has 
recently prepared a new index number of wage rates, calculated 
for the period 1939 to 1943 on the base of rates in 1939, the last 
pre-war year, as 100. This index, which is shown by industries 
and main industry groups is set out below :— 

The general level of wages in Canada in 1943 is reported to 
be the highest yet recorded, the index covering six main indus- 
trial groups being 32-8 per cent. higher than in 1939 and 23-8 per 
cent. above that for 1920, which was the peak of the inflationary 
movement following World War I. For the period August 1939 
to December 1943, the index number of the cost of living 
advanced 18-4 per cent. 


During the period 1939 to 1943 considerable increase in wage 
rates in all industries was indicated, continuing the advance 
from the low levels of the depression reached in 1933. From 
1939 to 1940, the general index number of wage rates advanced 
3-9 per cent. ; from 1940 to 1941, 8-8 per cent.; 1941 to 1942, 
8-3 per cent.; and from 1942 to 1943, 8-4 per cent. The gradu- 
ally upward trend has continued from year to year in all indus- 
tries since the outbreak of war. 

Much of the wartime increase in wages, as indicated by the 
index number of wage rates, came about by way of a cost of 
living bonus, payment of which was provided for under the 
wages control policy of the Government. 


Index Numbers of Wage Rates by Industry, 1939-1943 


(Rates in 1939 = 100) 


























Industry 1939 | 1940 | 1941 | 1942 | 1943 Industry 1939 | 1940 | 1941 | 1942 | 1943 
LOGGING a ose sé ie .» | 100 | 104-9 | 114-0 | 125-9 | 148-1 Edible plant ae aes eee -«» | 100 | 102-9 | 115-0 | 122-5 | 120-4 
Logging, Eastern Canada ... —- --- | 100 | 105-9 | 114-8 | 124-9 | 142-0 Flour P eee wae «es | 100 | 103-1 | 118-9 | 121-5 | 128-7 
Logging, Western Canada.. a .» | 100 | 101-1 | 110-8 | 129-7 | 147-5 Bakery products . sen _— es» | 100 | 102-9 | 115-5 | 123-9 | 128-9 
MINING oes es oes in +» | 100 | 102-5 | 111-2 | 116-6 | 123-7 Biscuits... eee a «+ | 100 | 103°5 | 114-4 | 121-8 | 131-9 
Coal mining .. nee abe eee .-» | 100 | 102-1 | 109-4 | 118-1 | 124-8 Confectionery... cee eae --» | 100 | 101-9 | 114-5 | 118-2 | 130-0 
Metal mining ‘. +» | 100 | 102-8 | 112-2 | 118-7 | 123-1 Fur products ace ont ses | 100 | 105-3 | 113-7 | 121-7 | 127-3 
Metal mining, Quebec and Ontario... | 100 | 103-0 | 112-2 | 118-0 | 121-7 Leather and its products ow a «s+ | 100 | 105-9 | 122-5 | 134-8 | 142-9 
Metal Mining, Manitoba and Saskatche- Leather (tanning) ane im --» | 100 | 104-6 | 119-5 | 133-9 | 148-0 
wan ..- | 100 | 101-0 | 107-8 | 114-4 | 121-7 Boots and shoes ... 100 | 106-2 | 123-2 | 135-0 | 141-7 
Metal mining, British Columbia «-» | 100 | 102-7 | 113-7 | 128-0 | 128-7 Edible animal products (meat products)... 100 | 103-2 | 112-7 | 119-0 | 127-2 
MANUFACTURINO ° ose ... | 100 | 104-3 | 115-2 | 125-6 | 135-6 Tron and its products . « | 100 | 102-7 | 112-9 | 125-6 | 138-8 
Textile products... ses ... | 100 | 106-6 | 118-6 | 128-3 | 139-9 Crude, rolled and forged products ..- | 100 | 101-5 | 108-1 | 122-2 | 135-5 
Primary textile products. ae ..- | 100 | 107-5 | 119-0 | 127-8 | 140-4 Foundry and machine shop products ... | 100 | 104-5 | 116-0 | 120-9 | 187-0 
Cotton yarn and cloth oa .-» | 100 | 109-6 | 123-8 | 128-1 | 136-6 Machinery, engines, weet; sapen etc. 100 | 105-0 | 116-2 | 129-7 | 141-7 
Woollen yarn and cloth ons «-- | 100 | 107-6 | 120-1 | 136-6 | 152-8 Aircraft .. -- | 100 | 99-0 | 109-5 | 122-7 | 134-0 
Knitting—hosiery, underwear and Shipbuilding (steel ‘ships) oon «+ | 100 | 104-9 | 121-2 | 132-2 | 144-4 
outerwear .. saa ... | 100 | 105-8 | 112-5 | 123-6 | 188-5 Motor vehicles (automobiles) ... .«- | 100 | 100-6 | 108-6 | 115-8 | 122-7 
Rayon, yarn and fabrics son ... | 100 | 106-8 | 122-9 | 129-0 | 141-3 Motor vehicles equipment and — «-» | 100 | 108-4 | 110-2 | 127-0 | 145-7 
( lothing eos 100 | 105-3 | 118-0 | 129-0 | 189°3 Stoves, furnaces, etc. ... «» | 100 | 104-5 | 115-6 | 131-0 | 143-5 
Men’s and boys’ suits and ove re oats. 100 | 107-2 | 117-9 | 129-8 | 146-6 Agric uitural impleme nts aaa ..» | 100 | 105-1 | 117-6 | 136-7 | 151-9 
Men’s work a “ni one ... | 100 | 106-0 | 118-2 | 133-3 | 140-8 Sheet metal products... a .- | 100 | 103-9 | 114-1 | 126-4 | 138-2 
Shirts... nom -~ ... | 100 | 102-4 | 107-0 | 122-6 | 135-9 Tobacco products ... ne am «-» | 100 | 102-8 | 113-0 | 120-4 | 131-5 
Women’s and— ‘children’s coats and Tobacco and cigarettes ... aoe ... | 100 | 102-5 | 113-4 | 119-9 | 130-8 
suits . ... | 100 | 101-7 | 126-9 | 131-8 | 134°5 Cigars eee ose ace 100 | 104*1 | 110-8 | 124-5 | 135-1 
Women’s and childre n’ 8 ; dres: sses ... | 100 | 106-1 | 118-8 | 127-5 | 183-2 Beverages (brewery ’ products) 100 | 103-9 | 113-3 | 117-1 | 121-9 
Rubber products... sine as ..» | 100 | 102-1 | 117-1 | 127-1 | 129-9 Electric current production and ‘distribu- 
Pulp and paper products ... eee ... | 100 | 103-3 | 108-4 | 113-7 | 118-1 tion eee eee .«» | 100 | 103-9 | 112-0 | 120-2 
Pulp and its products... dis ... | 100 | 104-6 | 109-5 | 115-1 | 120-0 Electrical apparatus, ‘ete. es ose «+» | 100 | 105-6 | 123-2 | 133-7 
Pulp... oes oes ue «» | 100 | 108-1 | 114-4 | 124-0 | 128-6 Kiadio sets and parts... ove -» | 100 | 105-5 | 125-5 | 138-1 
Newsprint ..- | 100 | 103-7 | 107-7 | 109-6 | 115-4 Electrical apparatus eee wee ..» | 100 | 105-7 | 118-8 | 129-9 
Paper other than ne wsprint « «-- | 100 | 103-4 | 107-5 | 113-2 | 120-1 CONSTRUCTION... eas eee 7 «+» | 100 | 104-5 | 111-6 | 118-6 
Paper boxes . ont ... | 100 | 102-9 | 115-5 | 123-9 | 128-9 TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNIUVATION ... | 100 | 102-2 | 197-5 | 115-1 
Printing and pub lis hing. aac ... | 100 | 101-7 | 105-8 | 110-0 | 113-6 Transportation ‘ = .-- | 100 | 102-3 | 107-6 | 115-5 
Newspaper printing ... _ ..» | 100 | 101-3 | 105-5 | 108-3 | 111-6 Water Transportation (inland and 
Job printing and publishing ... ... | 100 | 101-4 | 105-9 | 110-6 | 113-8 coastal) rs cas ee» | 110 | 105-2 | 113-3 | 125-8 | 137-3 
Lithographing, photo-engraving, Steam railways ... eee eee .«» | 100 | 100-3 | 104-9 | 113-0 | 124-4 
stereotyping and electroty ping ... | 100 | 103-5 | 106-4 | 114-6 | 117-8 Electric street railways ... _ «+» | 100 | 104-9 | 110-1 | 114-9 | 122-4 
Lumber and its products ... .e» | 100 | 104-4 | 117-7 | 181-0 | 141-9 Communication—Tele mand $90 «s+ | 100 | 101°3 | 106-4 | 112-0 | 123-9 
Sawmill products «» | 100 | 105-0 | 115-0 | 13@7 | 143-8 SERVICE—Laundries ... oon .» | 100 | 105-4 | 110-5 | 116-5 | 127-3 
Planing wills, sash, doors, etc.. ... | 100 | 105-0 | 120-0 | 123-7 | 128-7 GENERAL AVERAGE ... a vee «-» | 100 | 103-9 | 113-1 | 122-5 | 132-8 
Furniture . ‘. os .-- | 100 | 101-7 | 125-0 | 139-0 | 147-6 

















ee Notice 


PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 TO 1942 


Proceedings under Section 24 of the Acts: ‘‘ Licences of Right.” 
The following patents were indorsed ‘ Licences of Right” on 
the dates mentioned :;— 





No. 
of Grantee 
Patent 


Subject-matter 


Au gust 2 23, 1945 ) 


569087 | Linn, W. H. Motor vehicle lifeguards. 


— 


Auigust 29, 1945 
Apparatus for the 
determination of the refraction 
{ Reason, R. E., & of the eye. 


430761 ) ( 
| 
| 

430836 { anr. | Apparatus for the determination 
| | 
{ 


objective 


of the refraction of the eye. 
437764 Sight-testing apparatus. 

519827 | C. P. Pugh Ltd. & anr. | Motor-driven vehicles. 

51759 |) (| Apparatus for the control of the 
| } ignition of an internal combus- 
; -D. Napier & Son Ltd. < tion engine. 

551760 || Mechanism for transmitting 
rotary movements. 


a 











Any person, alleging that indorsement of any of the above- 
mentioned patents has been made contrary to some contract in 
which he is interested, may make application for the cancellation 
of the Indorsement by lodging Patents Form No, 21 stamped £2 
at the Patent Office, 25 Southampton Buildings, London, W.C.2. 


The Patent Office. H. L. SAUNDERS, 


Comptroller-General. 








Reconditioned Ex-Service Cars 


The Ministry of War Transport has received a large number 
of applications for reconditioned ex-Service cars. These are 
cars released by the Service departments to the Ministry of 
Supply, who send them to the manufacturers for reconditioning. 
When they are ready for sale, the Ministry of War Transport 
issues a permit to buy. The cars are sold at a controlled price. 

In the four months ended July 1945 only 229 cars were 
available for sale. During the same period the Ministry received 
many thousands of applications for permits to purchase. As 
the number available is so very far short of the demand, permits 
can be issued at present only in the most essential cases. 

Until the supply increases, therefore, the Ministry of War 
Transport is issuing permits to buy reconditioned cars only to 
nurses and midwives and disabled ex-Servicemen (not less than 
25 per cent. disability) who need a car to follow an occupation. 

Pending a further announcement that it is possible to meet 
demands from additional categories, applications, except from 
the persons indicated above, cannot be met. 











By the way, don’t forget that 


o DEFENCE 
o BONDS 


UP TO £1,000 


can be held by Limited Liability Companies 














THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 


The Board of Trade 


Millbank, London, S.W.1 


September 8, 1945; 


Telephone: Whitehall 5140 


DEPARTMENTS 


Secretariat. —Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 


Bankruptcy.—Kingsway Hotel, North Promenade, Blackpool. (Blackpool 2635.) The Department of the Official Receiver in Bankruptey, 


liigh Court, Bankruptcy Buildings, Carey Street, London, W.C.2. 
(Northern and Southern Districts)—42 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1. 
(Whitehall 5140.) 

(Whitehall 5140.) 


‘* Board of Trade Journa!.’’—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. 
Commercial Relations and Treaties.—Millbank, London, S8.W.1. 


(Holborn 7641.) Official Receiver in Bankruptcy. 
(Euston 6821.) 


London suburba 


Companies (Winding Up).—Department of the Official Receiver in Companies Liquidation, Columbia House, Aldwych, London, W.C.2 


(Chancery 5412.) 
Control of Factory and Storage Premises.—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. 
Establishment.—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 
Export Licensing.—4 Fenchurch Avenue, London, E.C.3. 
Finance.—-New Oxford House, Bloomsbury Way, London, W.C.1. 
Import Licensing.—1-6 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1. 
Industrial and Export Council.—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. 


Industries and Manufactures (Division I).—Millbank, London, S.W.1. 


1-6 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1. (Euston 4433.) 


Industries and Manufactures (Division II).—Horseferry House, Horseferry Road, London, 8.W.1. 
Industries and Manufactures (Division II).—North Gate, Prince Albert Road, London, N.W.8. 
Industries and Manufactures (Division IV).—Neville House, Page Street, London, 8.W.1. 
Industries and Manufactures (Engineering).—Millbank, London, S8.W.1. 
(Whitehall 5140.) 
Insurance and Companies.—Romney House East, Tufton Street, London, 8.W.1. 


(Whitehall 5140.) 
Patent Office and Industrial Property.—25 Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2. 


Industries and Manufactures (General).—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. 


Blackpool. (Blackpool 2635.) 
Intelligence and Parliamentary Branch.—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. 


Cannon Street, Manchester, 4. (Blackfriars 1128.) 
Priorities.—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 
Public Relations._-Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 6140.) 
Solicitor’s.—Millbank, London, S8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 


Abbey House, 2-8 Victoria Street, 


(Whitehall 5140.) 


(Avenue 3111.) 

(Holborn 4311.) 

(Euston 4433.) 

(Whitehall 5140.) 

(Whitehall 5140.) 91 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. (Abbey 7898. 


(Victoria 6800.) 
(Cunningham 8000.) 
(Whitehall 9040.) 
(Whitehall 5140.) 


(Abbey 3801.) Bedford Hotel, North Promenade, 


(Holborn 8721.) 51 Regent House, 


London, 8.W.1. (Abbey | 4333.) 


(including Ministry of Fuel and Power Branch, Dean Stanley Street, Millbank, London, 8.W.1.) (Abbey 7000.) 


Standards.—Boots Hotel, North Promenade, Blackpool. 

Statistics.—Romney House East, Tufton Street, London, S8.W.1. 
8.W.1. (Victoria 7032.) 

Trading with the Enemy.—24 Kingsway, London, W.C.2. 
address.) 


(Holborn 4300.) 


(Blackpool 2635.) 
(Whitehall 5140.) 


Chapter Street House, Chapter Street, London, 


(The Custodian of Enemy Property is at the same 





Wepartment of Overseas Trade : (Joint Department under the mt, Office and the Board of Trade.) Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 


5140.) Hawkins House, Dolphin Square, Grosvenor Road, 


Export Credits Guarantee Department : 9 Clements Lane, London, E.C.4. 
Central Price Regulation Committee : Queen Anne’s Chambers, 41 Tothill Street, London, S.W.1. 
Price Regulation Committee: 23 Buckingham Gate, London, 8.W.1. 


2 Grosvenor Gardens, London, 8.W.1. (Sloane 9188.) 


ondon, 8.W.1. 


(Victoria 4477.) 
(Mansion House 8771.) 
(Whitehall 7010.) London Area Local 


(Victoria 7503.) The Local Retail Licensing Committee: 


REGIONAL CONTROLLERS 


. Northern. 
(Northumberland, 
Yorkshire.) 


Durham and the North Riding of 


2. North Eastern. 
(East and West Ridings of Yorkshire and York C.B.) 
. North Midland. 
(Derbyshire, Notts, Lincolnshire, Leicestershire, 
Northants, and Soke of Peterborough.) 
. Eastern. 
{ Huntingdonshire, Cambridgeshire, Norfolk, Suffolk, 
Bedfordshire, Isle of Ely, Essex (less portion in Region 5) 
and Herts (less portion in Region 5).} 


Rutland, 


. London. 
(Counties of London, and Middlesex, and those portions 
of Surrey, Essex, Kent and Herts within the boundary 
of the Metropolitan Police Area.) 


. Southern. 
(Oxfordshire, 
Dorset.) 

. South Western. 
(Gloucester, Wilts, Somerset, Devon and Cornwall.) 


. Wales. 


Bucks, Berks, Hants, Isle of Wight and 


9. Midland. 
(Shropshire, 
shire.) 

)}. North Western. 
(Cumberland, Westmorland, Lancs and Cheshire.) 


Stafis, Warwick, Worcester and Hereford- 


. Scotland. 


2. South Eastern 
(Sussex and those portions of Kent and. Surrey outside 
the boundary of the Metropolitan Police Area.) 


13. Northern Ireland. 


Deputy Controller: J. Rhodes, Watson House, Pilgrim Street, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. (Tel.: Newcastle-on-Tyne 28831.) 
Sub-office: L. Ruddock, Cockton House, Cockton Hill, Bishop 
Auckland, Co .Durham, (Tel.: Bishop Auckland 92.) 


G. E. Naylor, Pearl Chambers, East Parade, Leeds, 1. 
Leeds 31761.) 


J. I. Piggott, C.B.E., 
Boulevard, Nottingham. 


(Tel. : 


M.C., Government Buildings, Cliftoa 
(Tel. : Nottingham 73013.) 


R. W. Burkitt, New Court, Trinity College, Cambridge. 
Cambridge 56221.) 

Sub-office: S. Taylor, 29 Chequer Street, St. Albans, Herts. 
(Tel.: St. Albans 5418). 


Captain S. J. Graham, 25 Victoria Street, 
(Tel.: Abbey 3206.) 


(Tel : 


London, §.W.1, 


Captain H. W. Weathersbee, Huntley & Palmers Building, King’s 
Road, Reading, Berks. (Tel.: Reading 60851.) 


Barry Kay, 37 Julian Road, Sneyd Park, Bristol, 9. 
Bristol 38446.) 
E. Brunning, 68 Cathedral Road, Cardiff. (Tel.: Cardiff 5920.) 
Sub-office: I. Jones, Kingsley House, West Parade, Rhyl, 
N. Wales. (Tel. : Rhyl 1181.) 
A. Heckle, C. M. L. Buildings, Great’ Charles Street, Birmingham, 
3. (Tel.: Birmingham Central 8231.) 


(Tel. : 


H. N. Grundy, O.B.E., 77-79 Fountain Street, Manchester, 2. 
(Tel.: Manchester Central 5411.) 

Sub-offices: J. J. Adams, 0.B.E., J.P., 30 Roper Street, White- 
haven, Cumberland. (Tel.: Whitehaven 470.) J. Paravicivi, 
Cunard Buildings (1st Floor), Liverpool, 3. (Tel.: Liverpool 
Central 2336.) 


R. A. Maclean, 95 Bothwell Street, Glasgow, C.2. 
Glasgow Central 6981.) 
Sub-office: F. H. Stockwell, 1 Overgate, Dundee. 
deo 6146.) 


Captain S. J. Graham, 25 
(Tel. : Abbey 3206.) 


(Tel.: 
(Tel.: Dun- 


Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 


G. H. E. Parr, M.B.E., Ministry of Commerce (Northern 


Ireland), Chichester Street, Belfast. (Tel.: Belfast 21212.) 


—_— 
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